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WE DO OUR PART 


SPECIAL REQUEST TO OUR READERS 


You will do us a great favor if, in the event of your receiving more than one copy of The Lamp or 
any of our literature, you notify us at once to that effect—Father Paul James Francis, S.A.—Editor. 








The Society of the Atonement 


ITS GENESIS AND HISTORY 


By Tuomas J. O’CoNNELL 


CHAPTER XIX. 


THE BROTHER CHRISTOPHER 


A History of the Society of the Atonement with no 
mention in it of the Brothers Christopher would be 
anomalous. Our Lord said to His disciples, “The 
poor ye have always with you,” and one of the birth- 
marks by which the apostolic origin of the Catholic 
Church in every age has been recognized is that in 
her courts the poor are always to be found, not in one 
land alone but in every land. It was a sacred tradi- 
tion inherited from our Seraphic Father, St. Francis, 
which made the Friars and Sisters of the Atonement 
from their very first coming to Graymoor ever willing 
to exercise hospitality towards the poverty-stricken 
and penniless. 


The highway of the Empire State which connects 
New York City with Albany and the West passes 
directly by the Convent of our Sisters, and along this 
highway a procession of unemployed men, the home- 
less Nomads of America, is always in transit; during 
the spring and summer months their faces for the 
most part are turned northward and westward, in the 
autumn and winter the derelicts are beating their way 
eastward as a rule, hoping to find harborage in some 
nook or corner of the great metropolis. No sooner was 
the convent built, therefore, than a practical test of 
how far the Sisters would be true to their Franciscan 
principles was made day after day. Their own poverty 
was most real; they had no rich patrons to fall back 
upon and very scant were the alms which came to them 
from random sources; perhaps it was to strengthen 


their faith that what we are about to relate was 
permitted to happen. 
THE MYSTERIOUS PILGRIM 

Hard by the Convent stands an open well, and 
because the oaken bucket with its iron chain was rather 
difficult to manipulate the Reverend Mother had given 
the Sister in the kitchen directions to see to it that the 
two zinc water pails, which stood on the bench in the 
little covered porch outside the kitchen door, were kept 
filled by the wayfarers who repeatedly stood at the 
threshold asking for something to eat. 


One day, when the Mother herself chanced to be in 


“the kitchen, there appeared at the door a pilgrim with 


staff in hand, seemingly about thirty years of age, his 
bearded face unmistakably that of a Jew. There was a 
refinement and delicacy about him which differenti- 
ated him at once from the customary knight of the 
road, and this impressed the Reverend Mother so much 
that with her own hands she prepared his meal, actu- 
ally cooking for him an egg, which in those scant days 
in St. Francis’ House was a princely luxury. While he 
was silently eating what had been set before him, the 
Mother called to one side the kitchen Sister and whis- 
pered: “Do not ask him to draw any water; he does not 
look strong enough.” In a few minutes the mysterious 
stranger had departed, but in his going this marvellous 
thing happened: The Sister gave her word that at 
the time the Mother spoke to her the pails at the door 
were empty but when she had watched the man pass 
out into the road and on his way, she turned and lo, 
the pails were filled to the brim, as no hand however 
dexterous could have filled them at the well and set 
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them down on the 
bench without spill- 
ing part of the water. 

Was this the ful- 
fillment of the say- 
ing of St. James the 
Apostle, “And hos- 
pitality do not for- 
get, for by this some 
being not aware of 
it, have entertained 
angels”; or was it 
even more than this, 
was it a literal illus- 
tration of the famous 
saying of the Divine 
Master, which Saint 
Francis of Assisi 
always took so much 
to heart, “Amen, I 
Say to you, as long 
as you did it to one 
of these My least 
brethren, you did it 
to Me’? Be that as 
it may, this incident has stamped itself indelibly 
upon the rule and practice of the Society of the 
Atonement and gave rise to the custom at Graymoor 
of calling those who come without money to claim 
our hospitality Brothers Christopher, Christopher 
signifying, as we all know, a Christ bearer. Saint 
Christopher is also esteemed in Catholic countries the 
Patron Saint of Travelers. 








ST. CHRISTOPHER'S INN 


After the Friary was built in the fall of 1900 it 











Lhe Original St. Christopher’s Inn, Built With 
His Own Hands by the Father Founder of the 
Society of the Atonement. 











The Convent Well 


was some time before the Brother Christopher found 
his way to our retreat. The ascent of the mountain 
and the winding, thickly wooded road, almost a bridle 
path then, kept the home of the Friars hidden from 
view. But little by little the highway travelers found 
out that the same spirit of Franciscan hospitality had 
taken up its abode on the Mount of the Atonement as 
was exercised by the Sisters who occupied the Gray- 
moor Portiuncula in the valley and more and more 
the ingenuity of Brother Anthony, the Brother Chris- 
topher guest-master, was taxed to find sleeping quar- 
ters for the men who at eventide sought at the Friary, 
supper and a night’s lodging. At first it was the wood- 
shed and shoe-shop which served as a dormitory for 
the Brothers Christopher. In the summer of 1909 with 
their assistance we built out of felled trees what was 
intended to be a new chicken house, having in view 
an increase of the community’s egg supply, but just 
then the Father Superior went to Washington on a 
momentous visit and while going through the National 
Library at the Capitol he saw a picture of the log 
cabin in which Abraham Lincoln was born. Straight- 
way he thought of the log cabin on the Mount of the 
Atonement, in the construction of which he had spent 
so many hours and it grew in value by virtue of com- 
parison. A house that compared so favorably with the 
birthplace of Lincoln was certainly worthy of a nobler 
destiny than that of propagating chickens; and on the 
spot the mental vow was registered to give the new 
log cabin to 


THE BROTHERS CHRISTOPHER 


And so it became St. Christopher's Inn. We ques- 
tion whether so humble a building has ever exercised 
so large a hospitality. No complete record has been 
kept, but to say during all the years the Inn has stood 
and it is still occupied, that seventy-five thousand night 
lodgings have been registered by the recording angel, 
would be no exaggeration. 
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Rev. Father Founder and a Group of Our Brothers Christopher Busily Employed at Their Various Avocations 


ST. CHRISTOPHER'S INN NUMBER TWO AND THREE 


With the lapse of the years the number of wayfar- 
ing men, seeking the hospitality of the Franciscan 
Friars on the Mount of the Atonement, constantly 
increased. The chickens were driven out from one 
house to another, to give place to the increasing num- 
ber of Brothers Christopher, until at length the 
feathered tribe were transferred to the charge of the 
Sisters on St. Anthony’s Farm and the shacks oc- 
cupied by the knights of the road dotted the moun- 
tainside, until at length, in 1927, St. Christopher’s Inn 
No. 2 was erected, a frame building with comfortable 
accommodations for fifty men. But even that proved 
inadequate and by degrees during the past five years 
St. Christopher’s Inn Number Three, a fireproof build- 
ing of much larger dimensions has risen up adjoining 
Number Two. Zvery foot of it from basement to roof 
has been erected by the Brothers Christopher them- 
selves. Besides dormitories and single rooms, it con- 
tains a large refectory, kitchen, laundry, entertainment 





A 





and lecture hall, reading room, office rooms, and a 
large chapel, where Mass is celebrated every morning 
and evening devotions are carried on without inter- 
ruption. 

The way the men correspond to the spiritual culture 
imparted to them by the Graymoor Friars is to the 
latter, one of the most satisfactory and gratifying parts 
of the work. Not only have the Brothers Christopher 
contributed to the material development of Graymoor, 
having done most of the building for the Friars, con- 
struction of roads, waterworks and Graymoor Village 
improvements, but out of their midst have stepped 
forth some beautiful Christ-like characters who are 
now incorporated into the community life of the Friars 
themselves. 

(To be continued) 


The old fashioned drug store labelled all “poison” 
sold. In many modern stores today the lending 
libraries and magazine stands dispense a poison that 
goes unrestricted into any house.—Catholic Courier. 





Pen and Ink Sketch of the New St. Christopher’s Inn Made Some Months Ago and in Use for Some Time. 


It is Almost Completed and Stands as a Monument to the Charity of Our Friends, the Skill and Zeal of Our 


Brothers Christopher Themselves, and the Indefatigable Labors of Father Anselm, S.A., Who Has So Zealously 
Directed This Work of Mercy for Those Who Have Encountered the Advers'ties of Life. 





Our New Year's Message to Our Readers 


What better watchword could we adopt for the year 
of grace, 1935, than the cry that is now echoing around 
the world from leal-hearted disciples of the Saviour 
of Mankind. “Lona Live ann REIGN CHRIST THE 
KING.” 


Thy Kingdom come, O God! 
Thy reign, O Christ, begin! 

Break with Thine iron rod 
The tyrannies of sin! 


Where is Thy reign of peace, 
And purity, and love? 

When shall all hatred cease, 
As in the realms above? 


When comes the promised time 
That war shall be no more, 

Oppression, lust and crime, 
Shall flee Thy face before? 


We pray Thee, Lord, arise 

And come in Thy great might; 
Revive our longing eyes, 

Which languish for Thy sight. 


O’er heathen lands afar 

Thick darkness broodeth yet; 
Arise, O morning Star, 

Arise, and never set. 


THE Seat OF ANTICHRIST 


For seventeen years past the Editor of THE Lamp 
has repeatedly affirmed that the CENTER OF THE REIGN 
oF ANTICHRIST ON EARTH WAS Moscow’; and instead of 
witnessing the breaking to pieces of the vast kingdom 
which “the Man of Sin” as St. Paul calls him, set up in 
Russia and Siberia on the ruins of the Imperial House 
of Romanoff we have had the mortification and the 
sorrow of witnessing the ramifications of Satanic So- 
vietism spreading both East and West. The Red 
propaganda during the past seven years has brought 
disaster and chaos and a succession of bloody mas- 
sacres far and wide throughout the vast Provinces of 
China and it has firmly established itself on our West- 
ern Hemisphere, taking complete possession in the 
name of ANTICHRIST of the country south of the United 
States; standing as a terrible menace at the very 
threshold of our own favored America, the mightiest 
and most civilized Republic in all Christendom today. 


CarTHAGE Must Be Destroyvep 


Knowing that Carthage, the hereditary enemy of 
Rome, still lifted her head in pride on the other side 
of the Mediterranean from the Queen City on the 
Tiber, Cato in the Roman Senate never ceased to cry 
out, “Carthago delenda est—Carthage must be de- 
stroyed.” His warning did not fall on deaf ears and 


not long after Carthage was destroyed. While our 


fellow-Americans, and even the Catholic Faithful, 
continue to contemplate the near approach of Satan’s 
visible kingdom on earth with indifference, as though 
the United States of America was too secure in her 
prosperity and supremacy among the nations to ever 
fall a victim to Bolshevism, the Editor of THe Lamp 
will keep crying out, BoLSHEVISM MUST BE DESTROYED. 
It threatens today the very foundations of Christian 
civilization and more particularly, Christ’s Visible 
Kingdom among men, the Catholic Church. 


Let Us Awake OuT oF SLEEP 


Catholics in the United States should be aroused 
before it is too late to defend ourselves and our holy 
religion from the most disastrous political propaganda 
that Lucifer has ever launched against the Church of 
Jesus Christ since the Roman eagle gave place to the 
Cross of Christ as the standard borne by the Roman 
legionairies. We should not sleep supinely on the as- 
sumption that because the Government of the United 
States until now has stood as a bulwark in defense of 
religious liberty and by just and equitable laws has 
given exactly the same protection to the vested rights 
of the Catholic Church that have been bestowed upon 
every other civil or religious organization in America 
that, therefore, this happy state of affairs is going to 
last forever. 

Since the advent of the depression Communism has 
made giant strides in the United States and Canada. 
Upton Sinclair, who has been identified with Interna- 
tional Bolshevism for fifteen years, almost captured 
the governorship of California last November. 


The mark of the beast is everywhere revealed by 
the missionaries of Communism. Wherever they have 
grasped the reins of government they have introduced 
into the Twentieth Century the anti-Christian persecu- 
tions of the pagan Roman Emperors and have out- 
Neroed Nero in their thirst for blood and inhuman 
cruelty. A leopard never changes his spots and a red 
revolution in America would inevitably reproduce in 
the United States the same unspeakable crimes and 
outrages against the disciples of Christ and the Cath- 
olic Church which have already actually taken place 
in Russia and Mexico. 


We WrestLe Not AGAINst FLESH AND BLoop 
But AGAInst LUCIFER 


It has been vociferously asserted that we Americans 
are too enlightened for any such thing to happen in 
our own free country. True enough, perhaps, were our 
superior intelligence pitted against human ignorance, 
or the social dregs of other nations imported to our 
shores, but Bolshevism is in reality the manifestation 
among men of Lucifer himself; the intelligence we 
have to cope with is one far more keen than our own 
and richer in experience by many thousand years. 
The astounding triumphs already achieved by Soviet- 
ism can be explained in no other way than by attribut- 
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ing it to the “Prince of 
this World,” who has been 
powerful enough to carry 
on a battle for supremacy 
with Almighty God’s In- 
carnate Son during 1900 
years and so has he de- 
ceived the nations that the 
majority of the human 
race even now choose to 
accept the reign of his 
representatives in prefer- 
ence to Him Whom the 
Jews crucified, after they 
definitely rejected Him as 
their King, making an- 
swer to Pilate, the Roman 
governor, “WE WILL HAVE 
NO OTHER KING _ BUT 
CAESAR.” 


God’s will to do.” 


God’s will to love.” 





A RULE 


I asked the New Year for some motto sweet, 

Some rule of life with which to guide my feet; 

I asked and paused. He 
“God's will to know.” 


“Will knowledge then suffice, New Year?” I cried; 
And ere the question into silence died 
The answer came, “Nay, but remember, too, 


Once more I asked, “Is there no more to tell?” 
And once again the answer softly fell; 
“Yes, this one thing all other things above, 


to the Petition mailed with 
the December Lamp and 
to mail it direct either to 
your Senator or Congress- 
man and to mail to Gray- 
moor a duplicate list of 


answered soft and low; » 
the signatures. 


One of our Readers in 
Los Angeles writes: 


“IT am returning your 
petition signed on every 
line. It seems to me that 
it will have more force if 
you send the petitions 
from Graymoor. I do 
hope every Lamp Reader 
will comply with your 
request. It should be an 
easy matter to secure a 


—Sarah Stuart Barber. 








Not A JEREMIAH 


The Editor of THE Lamp does not wish to write him- 
self down as a Jeremiah; on the contrary we are full 
of confidence in the ultimate triumph of the Catholic 
Church over Bolshevism as it has been repeatedly tri- 
umphant during the centuries past over every assault 
which the Gates of Hell has made against her; but as 
Calvary preceded the Resurrection Triumph of Christ 
Our Lord, repeatedly down through the centuries the 
Church has been crucified first and risen victorious 
afterwards. Just now we see this process working itself 
out in Mexico. Is it necessary for the Catholic Church 
in the United States likewise to be crucified at the in- 
stigation of the arch-enemy of Jesus Christ before it 
can enjoy its Easter triumph? We hope not. If Amer- 
ican Catholics will themselves crucify the old man of 
sin in their own flesh and putting on the whole armour 
of God will with one heart and soul resist the devil 
by prayer, sacrifice and holy living we can yet drive 
back this latest assault of Satan, not only preserving 
our Catholic institutions from fire and sword in our 
own beloved country but we will be able to accomp- 
lish more than that—we will carry on a victorious 
crusade in support of our fellow Catholics in Mexico 
until the Red Rule in the land of the Aztecs has been 
cast into the Gulf of Mexico and all North America 
made a Gibraltar of impregnable defense against the 
assaults of Hell. 


If we can accomplish the discomfiture of Satanic 
Sovietism on this western continent we will prepare 
the way for the conquest of Asia, Africa and all the 
pagan world mainly through the apostolic labors of 
American Catholic missionaries. 


Will not our Lamp Army, as we stand on the thres- 
hold of the New Year, consecrate themselves 
unanimously to do courageous battle for the universal 
reign of Christ and the utter discomfiture of the 
Satanic hosts battling under the Red Banner of Soviet- 
ism? 

Just now we are asking the Warriors of our Lamp 
Army to do something which will prove effective only 
in the degree that every individual soldier does his bit 
and that is to sign in person and get other signatures 


few million signers.” 


: One of the first replies 
we received came from Pittsburgh; here it is: 


Reverend Fathers: 


Please send me by return mail twenty-five of those 
Petitions to be signed and sent to our Congressmen 
and Senators. 

The Lamp was in my house only about an hour when 
I had seven names signed, and one of the men who 
signed doesn’t even believe in God. | expect to have 
both sides of the Petition filled with names before the 
day is over, but some of those whom I ask to sign may 
want a blank for themselves to get filled out so | would 
like twenty-five more blanks, and will do my best to 
see that every one is filled out on both sides. 


K. K. 


Another in Boston writes: 
Reverend Father: 


Please send me 200 copies of the Petition addressed 
to the President of the United States voicing protest 
against the religious persecutions in Mexico and ask- 
ing for the recall of Ambassador Daniels. I enclose 
check to help defray printing expense. The Society 
of the Atonement is one of the most alive inspirational 
organizations in the Catholic Church and all Catholics 
and Christians owe you a great debt. 

Faithfully yours, 
A a 


We are thus receiving many evidences that our Lamp 
Army soldiers are acting upon the request we made of 
them in the last issue of THE Lamp; namely, to sign 
the Petition addressed to the President of the United 
States on behalf of Mexico, and to get others to sign 
and then to send to their Congressmen with a request 
that he present the same Petitions to the President 
and also urge Congress to take action. 


Those who have not acted as yet we beg to do 
so at once, and we will gladly send more Petitions 
to those who will get additional signatures.. Please 
also send to Graymoor for our files a copy of all ad- 
dresses forwarded to Washington. 
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The Black Czar 


PLUTARCO ELIAS CALLES 
Bolshevik Dictator of Mexico 
Translated from the Spanish of Francisco Gomez 
Del Rey and Hernan Diaz 
By Fr. JOHN Moc air 


(Continued from Last Month) 


Years later, in 1918, Calles had become Governor 
of the State of Sonora, and terror and mourning 
reigned throughout the land. In the town of Agua 
Prieta, where he was commissioner before, he 
committed one of the most dastardly crimes; he 
who later in his career converted the whole of 
Mexico into a Moorish dungeon now plans a crime 
to be committed on American soil. Calles received 
information that a group of Mexican refugees were 
plotting against the government of his Lord and 
Master, Carranza, in the American town of Douglas. 
He planned to capture them. His armed myrmidons 
crossed the border into the United States; they secured 
the cooperation of the police officers of Douglas, and 
seized the unfortunate refugees all except one, Dr. 
Manuel Huerta, who was in bed, sick. Mrs. Huerta 
summoned attorney Richardson to undertake her hus- 
band’s defense, but the attorney failed to enter the 
house of Dr. Huerta, as it was guarded by six hench- 
men of the Calles band. 

On this day, December 14, 1918, at ten o’clock, P.M., 
Calles’ agents, Eduardo Lopez, Sacramento Montano, 
Luis Peralta and Rodolfo Marqeuz, pistol in hand, at- 
tacked the home of Dr. Huerta. Two of the gang 
bound and gagged Mrs. Huerta, whilst the others 
seized Dr. Huerta, pushed him into an automobile and 
quickly raced across the frontier into Mexican ter- 
ritory. On the following night, Dec. 15, 1918, Dr. 
Huerta, Tranquiliano Silva, Leyva and a fourth per- 
son were hanged in the principal square of Agua 
Prieta, by order of General Calles. Next morning, at 
sunrise, Calles appeared at the place of execution, 
intoxicated, but yet apparently able to thoroughly en- 
joy the sight of the corpses swaying in the morning 
breeze, suspended from a lamp post. Calles cele- 
brated this victorious invasion of American territorial 
rights by embarking on a six-hour drinking spree; 
bestially drunk, he was taken to his home in the same 
automobile employed in the passage of Dr. Huerta to 
his doom! On several occasions Calles sent his hired 
assassins across the international boundary, and im- 
brued with the blood of his victims United States soil. 
Attorney J. A. Valls took part in the inquiry into the 
death of General Lucio Blanco, in the neighborhood 
of Laredo, Texas, and he has left on record the fact 
that the assassins were agents of the Obregon govern- 
ment, and belonged to the command of General 
Plutarco Elias Calles. 


CALLES SHEDS TEARS 


The rebel chief, Francisco Escandon, traversed the 
frontier with twenty retainers, early in April 1912. 


Calles was no sooner advised of the fact, than he set 
out from Agua Prieta, with forty soldiers of the garri- 
son, to give battle to the rebel forces. He entered the 
little town of Cuchuverachi, towards sundown, and 
neglecting to take proper precautions against surprise, 
he established himself comfortably with his staff, in 
the best house in the town; he had previously ejected 
the owner and his family. Escandon threw a bomb 
at the door of Calles’ billet, to announce his visit; 
Calles troops were completely routed, and their leader, 
Calles himself, had no time to dress. He made for the 
suburbs hastily, but not quite fast enough. Recognized, 
he was captured and brought before Escandon. The 
latter knew well the record of General Calles, so he 
gave orders to have Calles shot at once as a danger- 
ous criminal. The soldiers hurried the preparations 
for the execution, and Calles immediately threw him- 
self at the feet of Escandon. Calles was never dis- 
turbed by the death rattle of his victims, but he was 
now weeping bitterly, and begged for his life, pledging 
his support and offering his services to his captors in 
exchange. His bandit captor ignored the appeal, and 
merely reiterated his command to hasten the execu- 
tion. Dr. Manuel Huerta appeared on the scene at 
this critical moment and secured a pardon and uncon- 
ditional release for Calles. 

Six years later the corpse of this same Dr. Huerta, 
suspended from a lamp post in the square of Agua 
Prieta, afforded a moment’s pleasure, gruesome and 
fiendish though the spectacle was, to the drunken 
General Calles; this is the incident referred to in an 
earlier paragraph. 


SONORA: A SCENE OF BLOOD AND GRIEF 


Obregon was appointed commander-in-chief of the 
army of the Northeast, when the State of Sonora sup- 
ported the Carranza Revolution. To inaugurate a cam- 
paign of extermination against the southern states of 
the Republic, Obregon called General Calles and ap- 
pointed him Governor of Sonora. From now on the 
most revolting crimes against life and property 
marked the activities of the Governor. At his behest 
a committee was appointed in the principal towns of 
each district, empowered to seize all the material pos- 
sessions of their enemies. Enemies, be it known, were 
all men of honor and patriotic feeling, who were 
shocked and exasperated by the criminal behavior of 
the new Governor, who brooked no obstacles ta his 
greedy appetite. The inhabitants of Hermosillo, the 
State capital, were nightly alarmed by the discharge 
of firearms, announcing the wholesale murder of the 
best of their fellow citizens. 

All Catholic Churches, and all Catholic Schools in 
the state were closed, priests were expelled, and thou- 
sands of law-abiding citizens were deported. On 
December 31, 1919, Don Jose Anchondo, reported an 
occurrence, in a letter to Pres. Carranza from which 
we select these paragraphs: ‘Because of the inva- 
sion of Mexican territory by the so-called punitive 
expedition, under command of General Pershing, all 
the inhabitants of this region (the northern part of 
Chihuahua) abandoned their homes, rather than risk 
falling victims to the fiendish treatment of Francisco 
Villa. They took with them their few possessions and 
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even their live stock. . . . Unfortunately my hapless 
brother, Felix Anchondo with Luis Gonzalez, Jose 
Hernandez, Magdaleno Diaz, F. Cordero, (11 years 
old), Higinio Moncalda, Hilario Chavez, Rafael Ponce, 
and Miguel Molina led the advance. . . . They were 
captured by the soldiers of General Plutarco Elias 
Calles, and taken to Agua Prieta. Robbed of what 
money they carried, and despoiled of their herd of 
250 animals, they were held prisoners by General 
Calles, who also took possession of a bank account of 
my brother. . . . I took steps immediately to secure 
their release, and I wrote to you, Mr. President, to 
Adolfo de le Huetra, to the Mexican Consul at 
Douglas . . . but all was in vain! My brother and 
his companions were murdered, en masse; they were 
never questioned, nor even told the reason of their 
arrest. After the crime the corpses of these unfortu- 
nate victims, so cruelly and so wantonly murdered, 
were tossed together into a common pit.... Where- 
fore, I appeal to you, Mr. President, that you place on 
the shoulders of General Plutarco Elias Calles, actual 
minister of Industry, Commerce and Labor, the 
responsibility that is his, as being the author of these 
assassinations committed in Agua Prieta the 10th of 
March, 1917.” 


FOUNDERS OF SOVIETISM IN MEXICO 


Before assuming the duties of his office as Bolshevik 
Governor of the State of Yucatan, Felipe Carillo 
Puerto wrote to General Calles, March 10, 1926, “We 
are here in Saltillo, consulting with Citizen Obregon 
as to the best methods for an intensive campaign of 
propaganda in the Southeast, beginning with Tabasco, 
Chiapas and Yucatan; in the State of Yucatan, the 
Commissioners are requested to support with great 
energy the candidacy of our standard-bearer, Citizen 
Obregon.” To this, Calles replied from Hermosillo, 
Sonora, March 12, 1920: “During my long career as 
a fighter, I have always had great faith in the dis- 
inherited classes and to-day I derive comfort from 
the resolute manner in which the patriotic working 
classes have espoused the good cause. ... I have 
confidence that very soon happy days will dawn for 
the wretched State of Yucatan, and that soon her 
Socialist party will arise from the ashes stronger and 
more hopeful for the days to come. ... I judge it 
most important to intensify the campaign of propa- 
ganda in the South East, and thus bring words of 
encouragement to our co-laborers of that region.” 
To what propaganda does Calles allude? Later events 
tell us very clearly. The deputy of Yucatan, A. Man- 
zanares, viewing the devastated condition of this State, 
was prompted to issue a manifesto to the Mexican 
nation. “The armed natives were guilty of every 
conceivable excess; their sinister and destructive shib- 
boleth was: ‘Viva la Republica Soviet!’ Men, women 
and children, armed with knives went on a rampage, 
and with savage cries, destroyed hundreds of homes. 
. . . In five days, in a spirit of homicidal fury this 
band of Socialists has murdered hundreds of citizens, 
burned over four hundred private homes, and 
destroyed many commercial houses, the property of 
foreigners. . . . The prologue of this bloody drama 
was under the special direction of General Calles, 


when he had arms distributed among a band of 
hardened criminals. I accuse, before the entire nation, 
as the principal culprits in this work of ruin and bar- 
barous retrocession of Yucatan State, Salvador 
Alvarado, whose satellites, Felipe Carrillo Puerto, 
Antonio Ancona, Castillo Torre, Florentino Avila, etc. 

. Carry on their nefarious work under the all- 
powerful patronage of the present minister of war, 
General Plutarco Elias Calles.” 


(To be continued) 





YOU AND MEXICO 


Would it mean anything to you if the law of our 
land allowed but five priests to minister to all the 
Catholics in the state of Wisconsin? 

Would you take it calmly if your parish church and 
school and rectory and sisters’ residence and any 
house in which a bishop or a priest might temporarily 
live were confiscated by the government? 

Would you be perturbed if Catholics were denied 
the right of assembly and the right of freedom of the 
press ? 

Would you complain if any and every church were 
denied the right to héld property or the right to present 
a petition for the redress of grievances? 

Would you protest if legislation were enacted out- 
lawing all seminaries and preparatory schools for the 
training of candidates for the priesthood? 

Would you be indignant if Catholic papers—or any 
other paper that a government official might not care 
for—were suppressed ? 

Would you be incensed if the right to educate your 
children in a parochial school were denied you? 

Would you be furious if your children were forced 
to attend a school where Christ was made sport of, 
where decency was outraged, where rank socialism 
was taught? 

If there is a spark of love for God in your soul, if 
there is a spark of real patriotism in your make-up, 
you would cry out against such rank injustice and such 
foul tyranny. 

The Catholics of Mexico are suffering under such 
persecutions now. What are you going to do about it? 
Shrug your shoulders and say: “That’s none of our 
business. They must be at fault.” If you harbor such 
a thought you are as far from being a Catholic as the 
most perfidious of the Mexican tyrants. 

Your solemn duty as an American Catholic citizen 
has been pointed out to you by the Bishops of this 
country in a statement that was issued following their 
annual meeting in Washington. You are to make your- 
self an apostle proclaiming to the world the iniquity 
and the tyranny that mutilate the Church of Christ. 

Such is your duty. Though your world may be a 
small one, though your circle of acquaintances and 
friends be small in circumference still you dare not 
fail in fulfilling your obligation as a member of Christ’s 
Church, as a citizen of this glorious country. 

To remain silent would be to act the coward. 

The cross which crowns your Church, the flag that 
flies over your native land challenge you to speak 
mightily for the cause of human freedom and of 
human liberty.—Catholic Herald. 





Echoes of 


(EDITORIAL OPINIONS ON THE MEXICAN SITUATION) 


THE PERIL AT OUR DOORS 


There is, probably, as much concern in Washington 
over the spread of radicalism from without as from 
within. Conditions in Mexico and Central America 
are not being overlooked. The swing to the extreme 
left in Mexico, resulting, among other things, in the 
suppression of religion, Protestant as well as Catholic, 
is causing some apprehension in view of conditions in 
the United States and throughout the world. Having 
an avowedly radical government next door is not 
regarded with favor by those who foresee a tendency 
at home to cut loose from old political traditions and 
institutions. The example of Mexico is being followed 
more or less in Central American countries, where 
Communism takes an aggressive form, despite the fact 
that it runs counter to the policy of other dictatorships. 
The German dictatorship shows signs of abandoning 
its attempt to tie religion to the chariot wheel of the 
State, but the weak Mexican dictatorship follows the 
Communist course of trying to throttle religion to 
save itself. Whether United States nationals will be 
jeopardized in Mexico as a result of application of 
Communistic policies, thus forcing this country to take 
official cognizance of the situation, rests with the 
future. But it is apparent that with a noticeable trend 
towards radicalism at home, the United States does not 
view with complacency the extreme radicalism prevail- 
ing just over the border to the South. 


—Denver Catholic Register. 





HELPING PROPAGANDA OF MEXICAN 
ATHEISTS 


The manner in which the daily and Sunday papers 
are handling the Mexican situation is just as careless 
as it ever was. The Associated Press appears to be too 
lazy to get the facts and is content to feed its readers 
with the propaganda of Mexican atheists. Persecuted 
Catholics have been pictured as sly schemers planning 
the overthrow of a representative government and the 
efforts of American Catholic newspapers and period- 
icals to publish the truth are described as plots to draw 
President Roosevelt into religious controversy. Letters 
of protest and explanation to your daily paper will do 
little to change the policy of the Associated Press 
which has lately acquired the smug conceit peculiar to 
all monopolies. But your letter, if published, will 
give to non-Catholics the same true picture that the 
Catholic press gives to you. That at least is effort 
well spent.—Chicago Citizen. 





MEXICO NEEDS US 


A Catholic country to the south lies bleeding and 
crushed. We, twenty million strong, stand by in cal- 
loused unconcern, heedless of the plight. Mexico 


needs our help. American Catholics close their eyes 


the Press 


to the condition and turn a deaf ear to those who plead 
ite Cause. . «5 

Public opinion in this country could halt the das- 
tardly treatment Catholics are receiving in Mexico. 
Mexicans keep a keen eye on the attitude of the United 
States. When it finds public opinion in tacit approval 
of its regime of persecution, the iron hand bears down 
with all the more force. 

The fault for the lack of public sympathy rests 
partly on our own shoulders. How many Catholics, 
individuals or organizations, have ever written a line 
of protest to the secular papers they patronize against 
their lack of concern for the cause of Mexican Cath- 
olics? How many have even kept informed on actual 
conditions through the authentic accounts in the Cath- 
olic Press? Why have not Catholic laymen in public 
life had the vision and the courage to make their feel- 
ing for their co-religionists respected? Lay men and 
lay women, organized for Catholic action, have they 
seen any incentive to act in behalf of checking these 
injustices? What effect have the eloquence and 
influence of clerical leaders had to swing public 

pinion to favor such a just cause? 

Our apathy, perhaps, has been’ unintentional but 
that does not lift the disgrace of being unconscious 
cooperators in crimes against our own kind, which 
our active interest could have at least alleviated. 

—The Evangelist, (Albany, N. Y.) 





ANTICHRIST 


From time to time men and movements arise, 
inspired by such a hatred of the Church of God, that 
inevitably they remind one of the Antichrist of 
prophecy. They may have no relation to the Apoca- 
lyptic being, whether man or spirit, or they may be 
his forerunners, and the first pawns in his game. No- 
body knows. 

These days are calamitous enough for the Church 
to bring the thought of Antichrist to the mind once 
more. How often have Christians thought that his evil 
coming was imminent! Their fears have not been re- 
realized, it is true, but they had grounds for them, as 
we have now. 

In Mexico legal plans for the utter extinction of 
Catholicism have just been passed by a servile and 
corrupt Parliament. Wholesale banishment of Bishops, 
priests and nuns, suppression of the Catholic Press, 
and the formation of anti-Catholic shock squads are 
but part of the scheme. 

In Austria and Germany the Faith is menaced by 
constant threats from the Nazis. In Spain a violent 
and bloody rersecution has only just been averted, and 
rot until several priests and nuns had been put to 
death by men who have shown themselves haters of 
God. In Russia militant atheism is triumphant and 
spreads its evil influence all over the world. State 
absolutism is the factor common to all these persecu- 
tions and menaces.—Catholic Times (London). 
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The Church Unity Octave --- January 18th to 25th 


For the love of God and the salvation of souls all 
who read these pages are asked to join in the observ- 
ance of the Church Unity Octave (January 18-25) and 
to promote and extend its observance among others 
far and near as much as they can. 

Was there ever a time since the Day of Pentecost 
when all Christians of every name had more need to 
pray for peace and unity among the disciples of our 
one Lord and Master Jesus Christ than at the present 
hour, for if these be not the days of Antichrist it is 
the nearest approach this old battle-scarred world of 
ours has ever made to the description of those days 
given by Daniel and Paul and John and the Son of 
God Himself. What has become of that sacred legacy 
which Christ on the night of His 
betrayal gave to His disciples, 
saying: “A new Commandment I 
give unto you, that ye love one 
another, even as I have loved 
you that ye love one another’ ? 
(John xiii:34.) Beginning with 
the World War, twenty years 
ago, what a terrible record of 
hell-hate and hell-murder let 
loose has Christendom experi- 
enced until this very hour. Has 
there ever been in the entire 
history of the world a like period 
so filled with bloodshed, fratri- 
cidal strife, unspeakable atroci- 
ties, cruel persecution, wholesale 
banishments, barbarous captivi- 
ties, and millions: upon millions 
slain by war, plague and famine? 

If there is not provocation 
enough on the face of the earth 
at the present moment to impel 
all Catholics to unite in the ob- 
servance of the Church Unity 
Octave, then for our own self- 
preservation it behooves us to 
take up the agonizing cry of 
Christ on the eve of His Cruci- 
fixion that His Disciples might 
be one, Ut Omnes Unum Sint, 
and echo it back to the throne 
of the Omnipotent as the 





That All May Be One in the One Fold 
of Peter, the One Shepherd. 


prayer of a multitude which no man can number. 

By way of practical suggestion we earnestly recom- 
mend to our lay readers the daily recitation of the 
Rosary with special intention for the return of ali 
Christians to communion with the Chair of Peter, 
which is the divinely established center of Catholic 
Unity, and when this prayer is answered the conver- 
sion of the whole world to Christ will soon follow. 
Let every one receive Holy Communion on Sunday, 
January 20th, with this two-fold intention and as many 
as can do so approach the altar daily during the Octave. 


TO THE CLERGY 


We especially ask the clergy who read THE Lamp 
to promote among the faithful 
under their pastoral oversight as 
wide an observance of the Oc- 
tave as time and opportunity will 
permit. Thus the observance of 
the Octave can be made to re- 
dound to the spiritual profit of 
their people as well as promot- 
ing the general cause of Church 
Unity and Missions than which 
it were hard to conceive any 
two causes dearer to the Sacred 
Heart. 


PROTESTANT UNION 


An inquiry addressed to twenty 
thousand Protestant ministers 
and laymen reveals evidence of 
a growing desire for church 
unity. Large numbers of active 
church members are working to 
break down the barriers separat- 
ing the Protestant denominations. 

“Union” as understood by the 
present movement, differs from 
the reunion which was striven 
for by Cardinal Mercier and 
Lord Halifax. The Malines Con- 
versations were directed toward 
the unity of one fold under one 
shepherd. Their objective was, 
an organic unity. 
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MANY ANGLICAN CLERGY SEEK REUNION 
WITH ROME 


Speaking at a meeting of the Convert’s Aid Society 
in London, last month, the Bishop of Nottingham, 
Most Rev. John McNulty disclosed that in the last 
year he has been in communication with some seven- 
teen Anglican clergymen in his diocese who are 
“aching for reunion with Rome.” He added that they 
desired corporate reunion and wanted to be received 
as a body. 

The Earl of Iddesleigh, a convert, also addressed 
the meeting and said that 


UNUM SINT 


THE FALSE OBSTACLES IN A CONVERT’S 
WAY 


“It has long seemed to me that the best way for the 
average outsider to acquire a true understanding of 
the Catholic position, is at the very outset to tackle 
this stumbling block of the Supremacy and Infallibility 
of the Pope,” John Moody, convert to Catholicism and 
a prominent figure in the nation’s financial life, de- 
clared in an address to the nineteenth convention of 
the Catholic Laymen’s Association of Georgia, in 
Augusta recently. 

OBSTACLES DUE TO 


an increasing number of 
Anglican clergymen are 
beginning to knock at the 
door of Rome. 


RETURN TO THE 
FOLD 


Tuticorin, India.—Fif- 
teen years ago 500 villag- 
ers left the Church and 
became members of the 
Lutheran body at Uvari. 
Now the last of the apos- 
tates have returned to the 
fold, and peace and unity 
reigns again. 

Some 400 years ago St. 
Francis Xavier converted 
the Paravers of the Coro- 
mandel Coast. Through 
these centuries the Parav- 
ers have been known 
throughout India for their 
deep faith and loyalty. 

In 1918, however, a 
quarrel created factions 
among the Catholics and 
almost 500 belonging to 
one faction accepted the 
invitation of the Ameri- 
can Lutherans—who saw 
an opportunity —to be- 
come Protestants. In 1921 
a zealous missionary, Fr. 
Anthony Fernando, was 
named parish priest in 
the village and won back 
350 of the group. 

But 150, belonging to 
twenty-seven families, 








A WORLD-WIDE OCTAVE 
(From The Lakeshore Visitor) 


One of the most touching prayers of the Divine 
Master was that the entire world might be One in 
worshipping the True God in the true way. He later 
died on the Cross that this prayer might be fulfilled. 

Centuries have passed and false gods still flourish 
and false religions still have their votaries. Even the 
seamless garment of Christianity has been sacrilig- 
iously rent by those who would conform Christ to 
their notions and not their notions to Christ’s 
teachings. 

Of late years the conscience of Christendom has 
been awakened to the lack of conformity between 
Christ’s idealized prayer and the actuality of affairs. 
Christians have begun to make their Saviour’s prayer 
in a special manner their own. 

Thus has grown up the Church Unity Octave in 
the midst of which we are at the present time. This 
special Octave of prayer begins on the Feast of St. 
Peter’s Chair at Rome, January 18, and continues to 
the feast of the Conversion of St. Paul. January 25. 
It has for its object the union of the dissident 
churches with Rome so that soon there may be but 
one sheep-fold and one Shepherd. 

The Holy Father is intensely interested in this week 
of intense prayer. He has associated himself inti- 
mately with it by offering up the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass on the First Day of the Octave (Jan. 18) for 
the intention of the Octave. As his spiritual children 
we cannot afford to manifest less interest in the 
project. 

We might offer up our prayers and sacrifices dur- 
ing the week that Christ’s prayer may be realized and 
all the world may become One in serving Him. 








IGNORANCE 


Speaking on “The Out- 
side Approach to Catholi- 
cism,” Mr. Moody said: 
“IT am thinking of that 
immense mass of people 
outside the Church who, 
I am sure, would cer- 
tainly want to become 
Catholics if it were not 
for the extraneous ob- 
stacles which they meet 
on the road, obstacles 
placed there not at all by 
the Church herself, but 
conjured up out of false 
notions, partial views, ig- 
norance and _ prejudice, 
many of which are cen- 
turies old. I am thinking 
of the type of people who, 
dissatisfied with their own 
beliefs (if indeed they 
have not ceased to believe 
entirely), often look wist- 
fully at the Catholic who 
seems really to believe 
what he is taught, and 
who tries to live accord- 
ingly. 


WHY SOME STAY OUT 


“Now the lifelong Cath- 
olic. who has no experi- 
ence of non-Catholic life, 
often finds it hard to un- 
derstand why such peo- 
ple, if they envy Catho- 
lics, don’t at once become 


held out. A laymen’s retreat was held for the Catholic 
men and all were asked to pray for the conversion of 
the separated brethren. The prayers were heard and 
the apostates submitted in a body. 





Among the important elements necessary for a suc- 
cessful marriage, Professor Metzger, of Indiana Uni- 
versity, demands that husband and wife have both 
religious and secular education. He teaches in a state 
university where the first of those requirements is not 
permitted.—Queen’s Work. 


Catholics themselves. The answer is easy. These 
people see Catholicism only from the outside, and re- 
ject it before they know what it is.” 

“Tt is quite natural,” Mr. Moody said, “for the out- 
sider to reject the Papal Supremacy. Being a convert 
myself, I can speak with some experience. For forty 
years or more I rejected the Pope with disdain. But 
I never knew, really, why and how the Papal system 
came into being. I thought the Pope was a mere 
invention of the ‘Dark Ages.’ And this, I believe, is 
what most Protestants and other non-Catholics think 
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right now. This is about what has been taught during 
the past three centuries by anti-Catholic writers. And 
so it is that very few outside of the Church even dream 
that there exists an immense body of evidence prov- 
ing the truth of all of the Catholic Papal claims. 

“It has long seemed to me, therefore, that the best 
way for the average outsider to acquire a true under- 
standing of the Catholic position, is at the very out- 
set to tackle this stumbling block of the Supremacy 
and Infallibility of the Pope. To make this clear, I 
will tell a little of my own experience. I did not spend 
so very much time on other Catholic doctrines until I 
began to understand the importance of the Pope. Ob- 
jective facts always interest me; all my life has been 
spent in Wall Street, where I am known as the chap 
who is ‘fat with facts.’ Wall Street is a place where 
one’s whole life is moulded by the urge to know the 
facts and get results. (Indeed I sometimes think it 
was my Wall Street training which led me into the 
Catholic Church! 


STUMBLING BLOCKS 


“But while to grasp this essential doctrine of the 
Supremacy of the Pope should be the first step in an 
outside approach to Catholicism, it is, of course, only 
one step,” Mr. Moody continued, “though this step 
must be made to understand what is meant by the 
‘Divinity of the Church,’ we must next examine the 
foundation on which Catholic Christianity is built. 
And here is where the outsider at once meets stum- 
bling blocks. He sees nothing but puzzling dogmas, 
ornate ritual, a mystery called the Mass, confessions 
to a priest, and so on. Moreover, he has been told 
that Catholics do not worship God at all, but that they 
worship the Blessed Virgin and the Saints, that they 
are not allowed to read the Bible—to mention only a 
few of the grotesque ideas that float around. It is 
really a waste of time, however, to explain particular 
Catholic dogmas, or even to refute grotesque ideas, 
until we have dug down to more fundamental things. 
We need to know something about the foundation of 
the building before we discuss the upper structure. 


“Now Catholic Christianity is built on a foundation 
of just two solid, objective facts; two facts, which, it 
is true, are doubted or questioned by a large part of 
the non-Catholic world today, but which are wholly 
provable just the same. The first fact is: The reality 
of the existence of God. The second fact is: The 
reality of the Divinity of Christ. 


“Now a century or so ago,” the speaker said, “in 
any Christian land, the reality of the Divinity of Christ 
was adopted by all Christians, Protestant as well as 
Catholic. But this is not so in our own day. All sorts 
of religious movements flourish around us, which deny 
that Jesus Christ was what He claimed to be—both 
God and Man—and class Him as merely a great moral 
teacher. But the Catholic Church does not paint any 
modern, fanciful picture of the personality of Christ. 
She teaches exactly what the Apostles, and also the 
Christians who lived in His time and immediately 
after, knew Him to be; and she wholly rejects what 
many moderns, living eighteen centuries later, presume 
to tell us He was.... 


TRUE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 


“Now when we once clearly grasp the truth that 
Christ was God Incarnate, we begin to see why the 
Catholic Church insists on its own position as the one 
true Christian Church. For if Christ was God Incar- 
nate, and if He founded a Church, promised to guard 
it from error, and to be with it to the end of time (all 
of which He did do), then this Church must still be 
alive in the world, must have had a continuous history 
through the centuries, and its teachings must neces- 
sarily be true and infallible. And the only Church in 
the world, which in any way answers this description, 
or indeed makes any claims of the kind, is the Cath- 
olic Church. 

“All I am trying to do,” Mr. Moody continued, “‘is 
to try to point out what seems to me a sane way of 
approach. This method of approach suggests that a 
clear knowledge of the foundation stones of the Cath- 
olic structure is the first thing necessary. Perhaps, in 
earlier days, when everybody believed in the existence 
of God and the Authority of Christ, it was not neces- 
sary to demonstrate these facts anew. But in our 
skeptical age, when so many doubt the Divinity of 
Christ and even question the existence of God, it is 
of supreme importance. 


HISTORICAL EVIDENCE 


“But let me once more emphasize that if we do 
accept the old Christian belief in the Incarnation (that 
is, if we believe that Christ was true God and true 
Man), then, we Catholics hold, it is not logically pos- 
sible to deny the Divinity of the Catholic Church. For 
Christ founded this Church Himself. Most non-Cath- 
olic Christians believe that our Lord preached the ser- 
mon on the Mount; but the historical evidence that He 
preached the Sermon on the Mount is no stronger than 
the evidence that He said to Simon Peter, “Thou art 
Peter, and upon this Rock I will build My Church, and 
the gates of Hell shall not prevail against it; and I will 
give to thee the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, and 
whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in 
Heaven” and soon. Now, if we accept the Sermon on 
the Mount as being from His own lips, we must also 
accept the other things He said, for they are equally 
certain historical facts. 

“I can myself remember,” the speaker said, “how 
the complete realization of the undying life of the 
Catholic Church at first startled me. She has outlived 
hundreds of rivals and promised to see all the rest, 
old or new, to bed. In her history of nineteen centuries 
she has suffered enough from attacks from without and 
treachery within to have been killed a score of times; 
and in every age, including our own, her enemies had 
sung the dirge of her funeral. And yet, amazing as it 
seemed, here she stood, three hundred millions strong, 
the one, consistent, universal, institution on earth. 
And so I could not fail to realize that there must be 
something strongly immortal about this Catholic 
Church—something supernatural.” 





In times back it was fashionable to berate the Cath- 
olic Church for having too many holidays. They 
interfered with industry. And now people are at a 
loss to find excuse for creating new holidays. 

—New World. 








William H. Chamberlin, for a dozen 
Moscow 


The Christian Science Monitor, in his 


vears th correspondent of 


new book, “Russia's Iron Age,” puts 
the number of famine dead in 1932-33 


at four million Mr. Chamberlin de 


clares that the famine was primarily 
man-made and not an act of God. Mil 
lions of lives could have been saved 
he says, if the government had used 
its grain reserves to feed the starving 
peasantry But the Soviet authorities 
were out to teach the recalcitrant anti 
collectivists a lesson. He accuses the 
Kremlin of 


instrument of ‘policy 


using starvation as an 


The body Maria 


Theresia Ledochowski, sister of Very 


of Countess 


Rev. Vladimir Ledochowski, S.J. supe- 
rior general of the Society of Jesus and 
foundress of the Sodality of St. Peter 
Claver for the aid of African Missions 
was exhumed from the German ceme 
tery near the Vatican in October and 
taken to the motherhouse of the 
Sodality of St. Peter Claver in Rome 
Polish 


noblewoman, was a lady-in-waiting at 


Countess Ledochowski, a 
Austrian court She 
Sodality of St. Peter 
Austria, in 1894 
She died at Rome in 1922. The removal 


the Imperial 
founded the 
Claver at Salzburg, 


of Countess Ledochowski's body took 
place in the ordinary course of the 
process looking to her beatification and 
canonization begun in 1931. The pro 
cess is now completed in the Diocese 
of Rome, Albano and Salzburg 

The Turkish Government has issued 
a decree forbidding ministers to appear 
in public in cleric attire. Civilian 
clothes must be worn on all occasions 
except at religious ceremonies. The de- 
cision applies alike to the Moslem, 





Orthodox, Armenian, Catholic, Protes 


tant and Jewish clergy Mustafa 


Kemal’s government in Turkey has 
been conducting a determined cam 
the 


paign to break the power o 


Mohammedan priesthood Its resist 
ance has led to a series of repressive 
measures here has been no apparent 


conflict with other religions 


At the invitation of the Vicar of the 
Anglican Church of St. Magnus the 
Martyr 


in London, England, a Domini- 


can priest, Rev. Father Anthony Lowe, 
recently delivered an address im the 
course of which he declared that the 
“tragedy of the 16th century not only 
Rome, but 


parated England from 





“VITA MUNDI” 





We invite the particular atten- 
tion of our Readers to the two- 
color picture of the Christ-Child 
used as the frontispiece in this 
issue of The Lamp. This is a 
small-sized reproduction of a paint- 
ing by Madame Margaret Nealis, 
a Sacred Heart Nun of Montreal 
that has become very popular both 
in Canada and the United States. 
It was named Vita Mundi (the 
Life of the World) by the Mother 
General of the Society of the 
Atonement. 


We have had a limited number 
of copies of this picture made up, 
using a four-color process which 
enhances its beauty and can supply 
them either unframed at fifty 
cents each, or beautifully framed 
for one dollar. 


Address orders with remittance 
to: 
THE GRAYMOOR PRESS 
Peekskill, N. Y. 











England from England.” Lowe’s 


remarks were warmly applauded by the 


fifty or more Anglicat lergymen 
present. Summarizing the position b 
tween Rome and Canterbury, the priest 


said “there were only thre real ob 
stacles to reunion Or vas the 
a 


ingrained insularity of the Englishman 


and his dislike of anything foreign 





Another was prejudice, and the third 


was the tolerance of heresy on the 


part of the Anglican hierarchy, with 


which might be coupled an inarticulate 
episcopacy The English Church, in 


contrast with the dogmatic authority 
of the Holy See, was a system of 
neglect based on the shifting sands of 


private judgment.’ 


The death in Dublin on November 
29th of Mrs. Michael Davitt, 
of Michael 


patriot, occasioned deep regret to those 


widow 
Davitt, the great Irish 


of Irish birth throughout the English- 
speaking world and awakened mem 
ories of a historic past in which her 
husband rose from poverty and_ suf- 
fering in his labors for the Irish cause 
to an eminence which earned for him 
the respect and affection of countless 
multitudes in every walk of life in 
every land. The late Mrs. Davitt was 
born of Irish parents in Michigan. At 
the age of thirteen she went to live 
with an aunt in California and was 
educated at the Convent of the Holy 
Names of Jesus and Mary at Oakland. 
She resided in that city until her mar 
riage to the late Mr. Davitt 

In the current issue of the “Acta 
Apostolicae Sedis,” the Sacred Peni- 
tentiary announces that His Holiness 
Pope Pius XI., has granted a partial 
indulgence of three years to all the 


faithful who devoutly and with con- 
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trite heart, recite five Our Fathers, 
Hail Marys and Glorias together with 
the ejaculation, “Sancta Mater, istud 
agas, crucifixi fige plagas cordi meo 
valide,” in memory of the five wounds 
from which the Precious Blood flowed 

1 the Cross \ plenary indulgence 


s granted those who 


over a montl 
having observed the customary require 
ments for the gaining of a_ plenary 
indulgence, recite the above mentioned 
prayers daily throughout the month 
the failure of the 
European governments to pay their 


United States, the 


Apropos to 


war debts to the 
Philadelphia 


remarks, “Some one points out that it 


Enquirer succinctly 
‘America 
Allies as 


we recall it, were not so frank, al- 


was in 1917 the Kaiser said 
shall pay for this war.’ The 
though as things turned out, they 
evidently thought it was a darn good 
idea.” 

Death came suddenly to a zealous 


nd hardworking priest on November 


26th when Father Henry F. Rops of 
Dickinson, 
1 reward \ native of Holland, 


where he was born July 9, 1892, he was 


Texas, was called to his 


eterna 





ordainéd on Dee. 6, 1918, and since 


then had served on the missions in 
Texas with zeal and success and in a 
manner that endeared him to all with 
whom he came in contact. 


Fostered by the well-known and very 
popular Catholic weekly of London, 
“The Catholic 
interest has been aroused in the cir- 


Times,” widespread 


culation of petitions for signatures t 


be sent to Rome asking for the canon- 
ization of the English martyrs, Blessed 
John Fisher and Blessed Thomas 
More. 


that it has become a veritable wave of 


So great has been the response 


supplication—a united plea from the 
Priests and people of England—to the 


Holy See. 


An oak tree, unusual in the fact that 
there are two chapels in it large enough 
to hold 40 children, will enter its 1200th 
year of existence next July at the vil- 
lage of Allouville-Bellefosse, on the Le 
Havre line of the French State Rail- 
ways. Its exact age is, of course, lost 
in the mists of history, but modern 
botanists declare it to be approximately 
1,200 years old. This historic oak, it is 
claimed, was visited by King Charles IT, 
King of England, and also by Louis, 


XV., King of France. Nine men, with 


their arms extended, are barely abl 


to encircle it. In the first chapel is a 


statue of the B. V. M. presented by the 


Empress Eugene during the Second 
Empire \ wooden stairway encircles 
the oak, and leads to the 
“La Chapelle 


This is, perhaps, the only 


second 
chapel, which is known as 
du Calvaire 
oak tree in the world, that can boast 
a key, and Emile Belloncle is “the cus 
todian of the key of the oak.” This 


honor has been kept in the family for 


centuries, 





Rev. Julius Nieuwland 


The Rev. Julius A. Nieuwland, Pro- 
fessor of Organic Chemistry at the 
University of Notre Dame, has been 
receive the William H. 
Nichols Medal of the New York se¢ 
tion of the American Chemical Society 
for 1935. 


chosen to 


The medal, one of the high- 
est honors bestowed on chemists in 
this country, will be formally presented 
to Father Nieuwland at the 300th an 
niversary meeting of the founding of 
the American chemical industry in 
New York, to be held in connection 
with the Eighty-ninth meeting of the 
American Chemical Society during the 
week of April 22. Father Nieuwland 
spent many years in investigations of 
reactions of acetylene hydrocarbons 
and their derivatives, a field which most 
investigators had not entered because 
the compounds were unstable and 
presented serious hazards of explosion. 
He learned how to control these re- 
actions and make them safe to handle 
in general laboratory manipulations 
His discoveries were utilized in sub- 
sequent research in the du Pont labor- 
atories, which led to the development 


of synthetic rubber. 


In a recent issue of The Lamp we 
published a report which stated that 
the Very Rev. Dean Keown had been 
\uxiliary 


appointed Bishop of Kil- 


Ireland. We now learn that 


the report which was issued by a 


usually accurate Catholic news agency, 


s unfounded 





A cross 360 feet high to be built at 
Bahia, Brazil, in memory of the first 
National 


gress, held last year in the 


Brazilian Eucharistic Con 
ancient 
capital of Brazil, will house a church, 
an elementary school, and a college 
The Byzantine Church of St. Sophia, 
at Constantinople, (now Istanbul) after 
having been used as a mosque ever 
since the Ottoman conquest in 1453, 
has been closed as a place of worship 
to become a museum of Byzantine art 
Some time ago the Byzantine Institute 


of America was permitted to remove 


the whitewash and other coverings 


uuder which famous mosaics had long 
been concealed As these were of 
Christian character it was felt their 
reappearance was unsuited to a build- 
ing for Moslem worship and so the his- 
toric edifice has become a Museum of 
Art. 

Fires of unknown origin wrought 
havoc to two Catholic institutions early 
last month At St. Mary’s, Pa., the 
Andrew Kaul Memorial Hospital built 
by the Benedictine Fathers before the 
Civil War was completely destroyed, 
entailing a loss of $200,000 At Pater- 
son, N. J., the Franciscan Monastery 
of St. Bonaventure on Ramesy Street 
was damaged to the extent of $50,000. 
In May last St. Bonaventure’s Paro- 
chial School was destroyed by fire 


Lenin, Lucifer and Satan are the 
names of the three sons of Governor 
Carrido Canabal of the State of 
“This,” remarks The 
(Nov. 10) “indicates 
the extent to which official Mexico has 


Tabasco, Mexico 
Literary Digest 
gone in discrediting religion and creat- 
ing an atheistic state.” 


Church organizations in Nova Scotia 
have lodged with Premier Angus Mac- 
Donald a strong protest against the use 
in schools of the Province of the book 
“The Story of Civilization” and request 
its withdrawal as a textbook on the 
ground that it is “an unfair and 
insidious attempt to foster a pagan 
philosophy upon our children.” “This 
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textbook,” one petition asserts, “affirms 
the evolutionary hypothesis of man’s 
brute origin and indirectly repudiates 
Christianity, the faith and religion ot 
the people of Nova Scotia 


A recent issue of “The Tablet,” the 
confirms 4 
\gnes 


has been found in the parish church of 


English Catholic weekly 


news report that the skull of St 
Raquio, Vizcaya The parish priest 
says the skull was discovered on May 9 
by a workman engaged on repairs. The 
bag containing the skull also held a 
document testifying to the authenticity 
of the relic The document is signed 
by John Echardo, custodian and Canon 
of St. Catherine's in Cologne, and in it 
the relic is presented to Viscount Juan 
de Butron y Mogica. The document 
is dated November 4, 1577 


conducted amongst parish papers reveal 


Research 


various references to the skull of St 
Agnes in 1637, 1660, 1736, and 1741. The 
Church authorities have declared the 
relic to be authentic 


In the opinion of many, Representa- 
tive B. Pettengill, Indiana Congress- 
man, has come closer to analyzing the 
cause of the present economic and 
social difficulties than most of our 
publicized politicians. His words are 
comment because 


presented without 


none is needed. “America today 1s 
faced with a breakdown of character 
rather than a breakdown of a system 
or form of government. Greed, cupid- 
ity, avarice, love of show, must be 
fought with a return to the ancient 
ideals of integrity, honor, courage and 
a spirit of fair dealing.” 

Among the recent noted converts to 
the Church are Dr. William Meakin, 
for more than thirty years a Methodist 
minister in England; Professor Ivar 


Tidestorm, noted botanist and for 
many years a member of the staff of 
the United States Department of Agri 
culture; Mrs. Lloyd 


apple, wife of Dr. Holsapple of New 


Burdwin Hols- 


York, who, himself. became a convert 
from the Episcopal ministry some 
years ago 

At the recent Ard-Feis in Dublin, a 
resolution was passed requesting the 
Free State government to make all 
Catholic holydays of obligation civil 
holidays also, in view of the conten- 
tion of Pope Pius XI. and Pope Leo 
XIII. that cessation of servile work on 
these days was an essential feature of 
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The Apostolic Delegate to Mexico 


The Most Rev. Leopoldo Ruiz y 
Flores, Apostolic Delegate to Mexico, 
says he is willing to return to that 
country, where he is threatened with 
immediate arrest on charges of at- 
tempting to incite a rebellion against 
the government, if he is assured of a 
fair trial and is given an opportunity 
of showing the untruth and the 
absurdity of the charges. 


a properly ordered economic system 
This resolution also pointed out that in 
the Saorstat, although 92 per cent of 
f the 


the people were Catholic, most « 
Catholic 


recognized as days of rest, and that this 


holydays were not legally 
tended to intensify the evil of unem 
ployment 

Warning of the spread of bolshevism, 
communism, and socialism, and point- 
ing to them as examples of how ap- 
parent impossibilities can become real- 
ities, the Most Rev. Michael J. Gal 
lagher, Bishop of Detroit, in an ad 
dress before a recent meeting of the 
Detroit Council of Catholic Organiza- 
tions, called upon Catholics to influence 
non-Catholics by taking an interest in 
their spiritual welfare and charity. 

“When the 


agitate in this country vears ago,” the 


Socialists began to 


Bishop said, “they were ridiculed. 
Many Americans thought that the idea 
of winning favor here was absurd. 
Nevertheless, the bolsheviks are mak- 
ing great progress every day. Even in 


intellectual Germany there are some 


20,000,000 in the bolshevik movement. 
The bolsheviks stop at no sacrifice to 
promote their system.” 

Declaring that the Pope “calls on us 
to imitate their example,” the Bishop 
said that, through Catholic Action, the 
Holy Father “hopes to save the liberty 
of the Church and to promote the wel- 
fare of nations.” 


Mr. Thomas Lomax Hunter, a news- 
paper correspondent of Richmond, Va., 
finds it easy to believe the Catholic 
story of persecution in Mexico, from 
what he observes at home. “I am per- 
fectly well aware,” he writes, “that we 
have here in America a very zealous 
faction which, if it had the political 
power, would begin an active persecu- 
tion of the Catholic Church. I know 
this because the journals of the Ku 
Klux Klan come to me. These people 
if they had the power, would destroy 
every church school in America and 
force everybody to attend the public 
schools. They would deny Catholics 
the right to have any part in the gov- 
ernment, on the theory that they owe 
allegiance to a foreign potentate, the 
Pope.” 

Thomas J. Early, 105 years old, was 
recently initiated as a member of the 
Knights of Columbus in Lakewood, 
N. J. Mr. Early was born in New 
York City on September 3, 1829. 

Faced by a growing tide of blatant 
atheism which tenaciously continues 
to invade all fields of public life and 
especially the educational institutions 
in that country, the Hierarchy of Ger- 
many is now rallying all its strength 
to take up the life and death battle for 
the Christian Faith. Most impressive 
of all recent pronouncements of the 
German Hierarchy is probably a pas- 
toral by His Eminence Adolf Cardinal 
Bertram, Archbishop of Breslau, the 
senior German Cardinal, and one of the 
most revered and most beloved by his 
flock 

In the letter, the text of which was 
suppressed by the Nazi censors in the 
secular press, but published in the 
Breslau Diocesan organ, Cardinal Ber- 
tram denounces in plain words the 
pagan propaganda carried on in all 
Nazi organizations with the undisputed 


toleration of the officials in charge. 





His Eminence, Cardinal Bourne, of 
England died at his 


residence in Lon- 
don on December 31 at the age of 74 
years 
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Society of the Atonement a 








The last pilgrimage of 1934 was led to Graymoor 
by the Reverend Father Lorinightus, pastor of the 
Church of the Epiphany, Brooklyn. He was accom- 
panied by eighty of his parishioners, among whom 
were the ladies of the Rosary Society, altar boys and 
members of the Holy Name Society. After luncheon, 
which was served by the Sisters of the Atonement, 
they visited the various chapels at the Convent, Our 
Lady’s Hostel, the guest house of the Sisters, and 
the outdoor Shrine of Our Lady of the Atonement. 
Later in the afternoon they ascended the Mount of the 
Atonement and were 
present at Benediction of 
the Most Blessed Sacra- 
ment at four o’clock in the 
Little Flower Chapel. 





On Monday, December 
17th, by special invitation, 
Dorothy Day, joint pub- 
lisher with Dorothy 
Weston of The Catholic 
Worker of New York, ac- 
companied by Peter 
Maurin, one of the prin- 
cipal writers of The Cath- 
olic Worker, visited Gray- 
moor, and after luncheon 
in Our Lady’s Hostel, 
first of all visited the 
various points of interest 
at the Convent of the Sis- 
ters of the Atonement, 
and then were driven to 
the summit of the Mount 
of the Atonement, where 
they were greeted by the 
Father General, who took 
pleasure in leading them 
from one point of interest 
to another, until they ex- 
pressed their astonish- 
ment, having had no idea, 
before coming, that the 
things to be seen at Gray- 
moor were so extensive. 
They were particularly 
interested in St. Chris- 
topher’s Inn, on account of 
their warm devotion to 
social work. We take this 
occasion to recommend 
The Catholic Worker to 
the attention of our Lamp 
Readers. The circulation 


the Baptist at Graymoor. 





manager is Martin F. O’Donnell, 436 East 15th Street, 
New York City. The subscription is only twenty-five 
cents a year. As a bit of Catholic Action give this 
paper your support. Dorothy Day, until about eight 
years ago, was herself a Communist, and the other 
members of her family continue to be of that political 
persuasion. Since her conversion to Catholicism she 
has been laboring with entire consecration and much 
personal sacrifice to bring the truths of Catholicity and 
the precepts of Social justice to the working people, 
who have been ensnared by the teachings and propa- 
ganda of Communism. 
The master-piece of 
Graymoor’s celebration 
of Christmas was the 
Midnight Mass in Saint 
John’s. The automobiles 
parked in the church’s 
vicinity told the story of 
a congregation that had 
come together from as far 
away as Brooklyn, N. Y., 
to be present at the great 
solemnity. The large 
number of men who had 
travelled from afar to be 
present was particularly 
noticeable. No words of 
the chronicler can ade- 
quately depict the beauty 
of that midnight reproduc- 
tion of the age-long drama 
of Bethlehem where God 
and the angels played the 
leading parts along with 
God’s Mother and Joseph 
the Divine Babe’s Pro- 
tector and Foster Father. 
The same _ Incarnate 
Word, Who was the cyno- 
sure of all eyes, as he lay 
in the manger crib of 
Bethlehem, was the Cen- 
tral Figure here also in the 
Church of St. John the 
Baptist, and only He 
could have drawn together 
into the hill country of 
Graymoor such a numer- 


The Beautifully Draped Altar in the Church of St. John Ous company to adore 

With the Usual Christmas 

Decorations the Altar was the Center of the Consoling 

and Never-to-be-Forgotten Drama of the Holy Sacrifice— 
the Midnight Mass on Christmas Eve. 


Him at midnight. The 
stars of Bethlehem were 
represented by the gleam- 
ing tapers upon the altar, 





16 %& UT OMNES UNUM SINT 





A Group of Our Young Aspirants for the Priesthood at Graymoor 


and the bright light that shone round about it, illumi- 
nating the darkness, was symbolized by the brilliant 
electric lights within and without the church. The 
choir of Angels who first sang the Gloria in Excelsis 
at Bethlehem were neither seen nor heard at Graymoor 
on Christmas night but the choir of St. John’s was 
filled with Sisters, who substituted for the angelic 
creatures and sang the same Gloria in Excelsis very 
beautifully together with the Introit of the Mass, the 
Gradual, the Credo, the Sanctus, the Agnus Dei and 
the Adeste Fideles. 

In one important respect the faithful who wor- 
shipped the new born Babe at Graymoor on Christmas 
eve had the advantage over the Shepherds of Bethle- 
hem nineteen hundred and thirty-four years ago. The 
shepherds adored the Infant lying in the manger but 
the worshippers at Graymoor did more, they received 
Him into their hearts and carried the Word-made-flesh 
away with them when they returned in the early morn- 
ing to their homes. 








Of course there were many other Masses at Gray- 
moor on the Feast of Our Lord’s Nativity besides 


sauce, apple pie and all that goes 
to make up a typical Christmas dinner 
at St. Christopher’s Inn. On Christmas 
night one of Will Roger’s pictures was 
shown on the screen in the men’s enter- 
tainment hall and altogether for every- 
body at Graymoor it proved a real 
happy celebration of the Saviour’s 
Birthday. 





STUDENTS’ BREAD 


Once more we have to thank our 
deceased Benefactors, who remem- 
bered Graymoor in their wills, for the 
fine report we have to make for No- 
vember of Students’ Bread contribu- 
tions. Although it is not likely that 
the receipts for Students’ Bread during 
1934 will equal those of 1933, never- 
theless they are very satisfactory. We hope that in 
making their wills our Lamp Readers will continue to 
remember Graymoor, and particularly the Fund for 
the education of our young students for the priesthood. 

Previously Reported: $9,767.03. J. M., N. Y., 10c; M. C., 
N. Y., $1; W. D., N. Y., $1; R. B., IL, $3; W. D., N. Y., $2: 


ris 


jJ. L. N. ¥., $1; M. McC., N. Y¥., $5; C. C., Conn. $2; 

McC., D..C., $1; Rev. S. S., O.C.D., Olcia., $2; M. F., N. ¥., 
$5; M. B., Pa. $5; L. H., N.. ¥., $5: L. Z., Mass. 99:40: 
Rev. J. O’R., R. I., $50; J. W., Ill, $15.60; J. H., Ill, $8; Mrs. 
W. H., Til, 620; A. H., Pa. 25¢: V M., N. Y¥., $1: E. F., 
N. Y., $10; P. B., Cal, $1; S. N., N. ¥., $1.32; M. D., Conn., 
$4; P. B., N. Y., $1; K. H., N. Y., $36; Anonymous, $20.60; 
Estate of Helen O'Connor, $453.67; By the Will of Mary A, 
Corbelly, $1,000. Received during November, 1934: $1,664.94. 


Grand Total, $11,431.97. 





PERPETUAL NOVENA TO ST. JOSEPH 


Under the direction of the Father-Master, the Friar 
Novices have started a Perpetual Novena to St. Joseph 
at his beautiful little Shrine in the Novitiate Building 





the one we have just described. There was 
another Solemn High Mass at Midnight on the 
Mount of the Atonement attended by seven score 
men from the Friary, the College, the Novitiate 
and St. Christopher’s Inn and as every priest 
says three Masses on Christmas Day there were 
Masses in abundance during the early morning 
hours. 


Thanks to our generous Benefactors the table 
of the Friars was heaped high with a great plenty 
of good food for the Christmas feast. After dinner 
the Christmas mail was brought in and distributed 
to the Fathers, the Brothers and the Students who 
did not go home for the Christmas holidays. Piled 
up in the center of the refectory was also a pyra- 











mid of boxes and packages indicative of a supply 


of cakes, candies and sweet-meats sufficient to 
last through Christmas Week to New Years. 


There was feasting also on turkey, cranberry 


St. Joseph’s Novitiate at Graymoor Where Our Friar-Novices 

Invoke the All-powerful Aid of the Foster-Father of Our Lord— 

St. Joseph—in a Perpetual Novena For Those Sending Peti- 
‘ tions Pleading His Intercession. 
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and will welcome the petitions of all who wish to 
solicit the intercession of the beloved Foster-Father of 
Our Lord. A new Novena to St. Joseph begins each 
Wednesday and petitions should be addressed to Rev. 
Father Master, St. Joseph’s Novitiate, Graymoor, 
Garrison, N. Y 





GRAYMOOR BURSES 


Perhaps those of our Readers who scan with interest 
the Graymoor Burse page have taken note of the 
initials C. L. O., which appeared so frequently each 
month, contributing to various Burses. They are the 
initials of a very devout Benefactress residing in 
California, who long ago made a promise to the Sacred 
Heart that she would give something every month to- 
wards the Graymoor Burses for the perpetual educa- 
tion of young men in our Order for the priesthood. 
This is an admirable example, and we hope that there 
will be others to follow her in making a similar promise 
to the Sacred Heart. 


The progress made by the Uncompleted Burses has 
been very slow of late. We should like to see the 
work of BURSE-BUILDING go forward with greater 
alacrity and celerity during 1935. 


COMPLETED BURSES 


SACRED HEART, No. 1; SACRED HEART, No. 2; 
HOLY SPIRIT, ST. PETER, ST. PAUL, ST. FRANCIS, 
ST. ANTHONY, No. 1; ST. ANTHONY, No. 2; OUR 
LADY OF LA SALETTE, ST. AGNES, POOR SOULS, 
No. 1; POOR SOULS, No. 2; JOHN REID, HANNAH 
MEMORIAL, JULIA MALONEY, ROBERT FARRELL 
MEMORIAL, LITTLE FLOWER, HOLY TRINITY, 
MARGARET CALLAGHAN, MARY TOWLE, No. 1; 
MARY TOWLE, No. 2. 


UNCOMPLETED BURSES 


(1) John Reid (Bro. Philip) No. 2: Mrs. E. F. W. Pa. 
$1. Total, $4,043.84. 

(2) All Saints: Mrs. C. L. O. Cal, $1; Mrs. N. H., 
N. Y., $1. Total, $3,594.27. 
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(3) St. Patrick: J. H. K. Cal, $10. Total, $3,075.75 
(4) Our Lady of the Atonement Mrs. C. L. O. Cal., $1; 


M. McH., R. I., $5.77; A. D., Mont., $1 Total, $2,545.48 
5 Xavier 


(5) St. Franei $2,390.15 


(6) Sts. Simon and Jud P. B., Mass., $1; E. C., Mass., 
25c; M. McH., R. IL, $3.08; M. C., Pa., $1; A. H., Pa., 25 
Potal, $2,319.85 

(7) St. Joseph: Mrs. C. L. O., Cal., $1 Total, $2,245.90. 


(8) Sacred Heart, No. 3 . D. NM. ¥. Bs: Mes. c. Ci 


Cal. $1; M. Mcll., R. L, $5.78; A. D. Mont., $1 otal, 
$2,171.39 

(9) Our Lady of Lourdes: $1,674.82. (10) St. Francis of 
Assisi: $1,551.74. (11) Pius X $1,473.25 (12) Sacred 
Shoulder of Our Lord: $1,440.60 

(13) Our Lady of Perpetual Help Mrs. C. L. O., Cal., 
$1.50. Total, $1,306.42 

(14) Hope $1,113.28 


(15) St. Rita: Mrs. A. M., Ia., $2. Total, $1,109.13 

(16) St. Christopher: Mrs. C. L. O., Cal, $1.50; Mrs 
R. C, N. Y., $1. Total, $1,086.19 
(17) St. John the Baptist: $897.00. (18) St. Anne: $849.10 
(19) Father Drumgoole : $809.00 

(20) St. Anthony, No. 3: Mrs. N. C., Pa., 45c; Mrs. J. R., 
Cal., $1; Anon., O., $1. Total, $695.12 
(21) Immaculate Conception: $651.50 

(22) Little Flower No. 2 A. D., N. Y¥., $5; Mrs. C. L. O., 
Cal., $1. Total, $391.50 

(23) Holy Souls: $372.70. (24) Holy Child Jesus: $304.03. 
(25) St. John the Divine: $277.00. 

(26) Precious Blood: Mrs. C. L. O., Cal., $1; Mrs. N. C., 
Pa., 10c; Mrs. M. M., Minn., $1. Total, $261.70 

(27) Blessed Sacrament : $260.00. (28) St. Gerard Majella: 
$255.84. (29) St $249.95 (30) Five 
Wounds: $238.00. (31) St. Michael: $238.00. (32) Our Sor- 
rowful Mother: $176.00. (33) Holy Family: $172.30. 


Margaret Mary: 


(34) Our Lady of Prompt Succor: Mrs. C. L. O. Cal,., $1. 
Total, $143.98. 

(35) Holy Spirit : $114.50. (36) Most Holy Trinity : $71.25. 

(37) St. Paul, No. 2: M. H., O., $1; Mrs. L. R., Mich., 
$1. Total, $54.26. 


(38) St. John Bosco: $5.00. 





lic observance of Christ’s Natal Day. 





A Word About Our Christmas Cards 


We are deeply grateful to the. Readers of the Lamp and the many other friends of Gray- 
moor for their prompt response to our Christmas Card appeal for our Vineyard Seminary of 
the Holy Ghost at Washington, D. C. Many wrote us voicing their felicitations on the beauty 
and appropriateness of our selection as being in harmony with the highest ideals of a true Catho- 


Of the many others who have not as yet made a return offering for the packet of Christmas 
Cards sent them we ask the favor of a response at this time so that we may be in a position to 
pay the bill for the cards and at the same time help us to avoid the added expense of clerical 
work, postage, etc., involved in sending out an individual reminder. 

We repeat, we are deeply grateful to all—those who have already sent their offering and those 
who will do so—and we wish for them every blessing of the New Year. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE BUILDING FUND 
OF ST. ANTHONY’S NATIONAL SHRINE 
ON THE INCREASE 


We wish to express to the Clients of St. Anthony 
our grateful appreciation for the many offerings that 
they have sent lately towards the Building Fund of 
his National Shrine on the Mount of the Atonement. 
Encouraged by this we are pushing along the work 
upon the Crypt with fullest confidence that it will be 
ready for its dedication on the Saint’s Feast Day 
next June. 

We announced last month that there were still 
available for memorials three of the stained glass 
windows, but there has been more demand for these 
since than the supply. There is an opportunity for 
some one benefactor to give the High Altar in the 
central chapel of the Crypt. This will be of marble 
and the price $2,000. Then there are the altars for 
the side chapels. These will be of wood but handsome 
in construction. They can be obtained as memorials 





by a gift of $200 each. We will announce later after 
consulting with the architect what the cost of the 
Stations of the Cross will be. 





THE PERPETUAL NOVENA TO ST. ANTHONY 


The devotion to the “World’s Most Popular Saint,” 
—as St. Anthony of Padua is often called—continues 
to increase rather than diminish in intensity as the 
years and centuries roll on. Other pious practices in 
honor of various Saints come and go, but St. Anthony 
has secured for himself a place in the hearts of men 
the world over from which it seems impossible to dis- 
lodge him. Rarely is he represented without the 
Divine Infant nestling in his arms, commemorative of 
an actual visit which our Divine Lord, as a little Child, 
made to His Beloved Servant some time prior to his 
death. 

For many years now the Perpetual Novena to Saint 
Anthony at Graymoor has been very widely known 
and brings a vast variety of petitions for remem- 





Slowly, but surely, the Walls of St. Anthony’s National Shrine are being raised and when completed the Edifice will 
stand for Ages as a Monument of the Love and Gratitude of thousands for the great Saint to whom it is dedicated. 
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brance. In addition, hundreds of letters come to us 
expressing gratitude to the dear Saint for favors re- 
ceived through his intercession, but we can only print 
a few that are typical, and reading them one cannot 
but be impressed that such answers to prayer are not 
purely accidental but the result of potent intercession 
for those who approach the Wonder-Worker with faith 
and confidence. 

Send your petitions addressed: St. Anthony’s Na- 
tional Shrine, Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 





CLIENTS EXPRESS GRATITUDE TO ST. ANTHONY 


H. E. G., Kingston, Pa.: Thanks to the intercession of 
St. Anthony I have obtained a position, and | beg remem 
brance in the Novena at Graymoor that it will be permanent 
In gratitude I send an offering 

E. O'L., Cleveland, Ohio I can never thank Saint 
Anthony enough for the many, many wonderful favors he 
has obtained for me through his intercession Lately I 
was worried about losing an old tenant and about the pay 
ment of a loan and turned in prayer to St. Anthony, send- 
ing my petitions to Graymoor, with the result that my 
troubles were completely solved in good time 

Mrs. G. R. Cranston, R. L.: Through the Perpetual 
Novena to St. Anthony at Graymoor, my daughter and my 
son who had been out of work—the former for two years 
and the latter six months—have succeeded in securing 
employment, and in gratitude | am sending an offering to 
the building fund of St. Anthony's National Shrine at Gray- 
moor. 

Mrs. R. C., Braddock, Pa.: Having almost dispared of 
coming through our troubles we turned to prayer in the 
Perpetual Novena and through the mercy and favor of God, 
matters were finally adjusted. In gratitude to St. Anthony 
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for his intercession | am making 4 cortribution to your 
Bread Fund 

\. O., Chicago, Ill.: Enclosed offering is for St. Anthony’s 
Bread Fund in thanksgiving for favors received through 
the intercession of the beloved Wonder-worker 

L. E., Bradford, Mass 


blessing of continued good health and other favors granted 


In grateful appreciation for the 


me, I send the enclosed offering to St. Anthony's Bread 
Fund and will continue to send a like donation each month 
for the rest of my life 

EK. M., Goshen, N. Y.: I promised to send this offering to 
St. Anthony's Bread Fund if I received a favor for which 
I besought the good Saint's intercession and thanks be to 
God the request was granted before I finished the Novena 


A. M. T., Gravelbourg, Canada Please permit me to 
express through The Lamp my deep gratitude to St. 
Anthony for the return of some lost articles. Please also 
continue to remember me in the Perpetual Novena on the 
Mount of the Atonement. 

M. F., Grand Rapids, Mich.: The offering herewith is for 
a Holy Mass in honor of St. Anthony and St. Joseph for 
the poor souls in gratitude to these great Saints whom we 
invoked to help us rent our house. 

S. L., Belpre, Kans In thanksgiving to Our Lord and 
dear St. Anthony for ‘a favor received I send an offering to 
your Bread Fund for the Poor. Please continue to remem- 


ber in your prayers my spiritual and temporal necessities. 


G. S., Ottawa, Ohio: About a year ago I lost a treasured 
relic of the Little Flower, a relic of Fr. Willie Doyle, 
Blessed St. Anthony Lillies, and of the Miraculous Veil. For 
months I searched everywhere possible. Finally | prayed to 
St. Anthony and the Little Flower and promised a Mass of 
rhanksgiving. Today I came across them in a spot where 
I had looked many times. I am deeply moved, and over- 


come by the power of St. Anthony and the Little Flower. 


ROUT 


WP SERN 


SERN 


POR FN KAUNKS OF THE RrONEMENT 


The National Shrine of St. Anthony on the Mount of the Atonement at Graymoor as it will appear when com- 
pleted, according to the Architect’s conception. : 





OUR LADY OF THE ATONEMENT AND THE 
CHURCH UNITY OCTAVE 


Beloved Sons and Daughters of the Atonement: 

We will in this message to you consider Our Lady 
of the Atonement in special relation to the all-impor- 
tant question of Church Unity, or the return of all out- 
side the Fold of Peter to the Unity of the One, Holy, 
Catholic and Apostolic Church, for as I have often writ- 
ten and taught, Our Lady of the Atonement means Our 


Lady of Unity. 

Our Blessed 
Lord, while making 
an atonement for 
the sins of the 
World upon the 
Altar of the Cross 
(He Himself being 
both Priest and 
Victim) did not 
forget His Mother 
nor the beloved 
Disciple, John. Fix- 
ing His eyes upon 
Our Lady of the 
Atonement, stand- 
ing near the Cross, 
He_ said to her: 
“Woman, behold 
thy Son”; and then 
to John He said: 
“Son, behold thy 
Mother.” 

By this, His last 
will and testament, 
He constituted the 
Blessed Virgin the 
New Eve, the 
Mother of all the 
Redeemed; that is 
to say, of the Chil- 
dren of the Atone- 
ment, they that 
have been baptized, 
or shall hereafter 
receive the New 
Birth of the Spirit, 
and enrollment in 
the Lamb’s Book 
of Life as the Elect 
Sons and Daugh- 
ters of God by the 
adoption of Grace, 
destined, if found 
faithful, to occupy 
those seatsin 


SLosary Scague Sa 4 





(C) F.F.of A. 


A Reproduction of a Most Beautiful Painting in Oils of Our Lady of the 
Atonement Specially Executed for Us by Madame Nealis, a Religious of 
the Sacred Heart. This Picture was the Subject of one of Our Recent 
Christmas Cards and Evoked Great Admiration Throughout the Country. 


Heaven from which Satan and his apostate Angels fell. 

When, therefore, we address the Blessed Virgin as 
“Our Lady of the Atonement,’ we conceive her to be 
Our Mother, and we her Atonement Children. Nor, 
because we are Catholics, do we assert that she is the 
Mother of Catholics only; she is the Mother of all 
Baptized, whether they be within the Fold of Peter, 
or belong to “the Other Sheep” mentioned by the Good 
Shepherd, scattered abroad in the desert places of 
heresy and schism, yet dear to Jesus and the Mother 


Heart of Mary. 

In the parable of 
the Prodigal Son, 
Jesus revealed to 
us how the father’s 
heart went out to 
the younger son 
who left the pater- 
nal roof and going 
into a far country, 
wasted his sub- 
stance in riotous 
living. So we can 
very readily con- 
ceive the Heart of 
Mary going out in 
yearning over her 
children who have 
wandered far from 
the Holy Father's 
House, and from 
the Fold of Peter, 
the Universal Shep- 
herd. 

How very strange 
that God_ should 
have hidden from 
the very eyes of so 
many Religious 
Founders within 
the Catholic 
Church that most 
glorious Name of 
the Atonement and 
revealed it to some 
one outside the 
Fold and that Our 
Lady herself 
should have taught 
these “Other 
Sheep” (we of the 
Society ofthe 
Atonement) while 
still in “the far 
country” by as 
many as three ap- 
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paritions to invoke her as Our Lady of the Atonement, 
i.e., of Reconciliation and Unity. Surely it ought to be 
obvious to all of us, that whatever other good work 
the Society of the Atonement has been called into 
being to do, its FIRST and PRIMARY mission is that of 
Church Unity, to prepare the way like John the Baptist 
so that when the Good Shepherd sounds the Call to 
the “Other Sheep” to return to the Unity of the One 
Catholic Fold under the benign rule of Peter, all the 
obstacles that block the path shall be removed. 

Our Lady has long been known as the Destroyer oj 
all heresies; let her now be looked up to and invoked 
as the Mother who will not rest until her children, long 
estranged from each other by 
schism, shall sit down together at 


the West, will return to the Unity of Peters Chair 
unless we can convert them through Love. 

Our Lady of the Atonement, is herself ‘the Seat of 
Wisdom,” as the Spouse of the Holy Ghost and sup- 
ported by countless legions of angels, we may rely 
upon her maternal heart to never rest until the words 
of her Divine Son have been fulfilled: “Other Sheeo 
I] have which are not of this fold, them also 1 must 
bring and they will hear My Voice and there shall be 
One Fold and One Shepherd.’ Satan by fomenting 
strife and fostering heresies and schisms has separated 
many millions from the Unity of the Church and 
greatly hindered thereby the conquest of the world 

by the missionary hosts of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ but Our Lady 





the same table, knowing and lov- 
ing each other as true brethren, 
and realizing in the glorious fel- 
lowship of the one household of 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 


of the Atonement will yet crush 
the Serpent's head even where he 
has until now achieved his great- 
est victories. 


faith, the answer to Our Divine 
Lord’s prayer: “That they all 
may be One, as Thou, Father in 
Me and I| in Thee, that they may 
be one in Us: that the world may 
believe that Thou hast sent Me.” 
It was of Our Lady of the Atone- 
ment Isaias prophesied long ago 
under the inspiration of the Holy 
Ghost: “And they that shall be 
of thee shall build the old waste 
places; thou shalt raise up the 
foundations of many generations; 
and thou shalt be called the 
REPAIRER OF THE BREACH, the 
Restorer of paths to dwell in.” 
When, therefore, we as Children 
of the Atonement address Our 
Blessed Mother under that beauti- 
ful Title, let us think of her as 
“Our Lady of Unity,” and let us 
consecrate ourselves afresh at her 
altar to contribute what lies within 
our power of prayer, of sacrifice 
and charitable endeavor, to bring 
our Separated Brethren of the East 
and the West into the Unity of the 
One Fold under the One Shepherd. 
Let us not make the mistake of 
imagining that Unity of Faith is 
the only thing required to bring 
all Christians into the Communion 


and fellowship of the Apostolic See. 





After much thought the 
Franciscan Friars and_ the 
Franciscan Sisters of the So- 
ciety of the Atonement have 
decided to employ agents, 
under their own personal 
supervision, to secure sub- 
scriptions to both The Lamp 
and The Candle. 

There seems no other way 
to stop the steady decline in 
subscriptions and to rebuild 
our circulation to what it was 
before the depression set in. 

This means that we are 
compelled to raise the sub- 
scription price of The Lamp 
to two dollars a year, and 
The Candle from fifty cents a 
year to one dollar a year. 

But in doing this we are 
determined not to raise the 
price to our old subscribers. 
It will still be their privilege 
to receive both The Lamp and 
The Candle at the old rates 
as long as they renew their 
subscriptions when they 
expire. 








“Now abideth 


Faith, Hope and Charity,’ says St. Paul, “but the 


Through her all prevailing inter- 
cession the Holy Spirit will yet 
bring about such a_ world-wide 
movement of dissident Christians 
to the Center of Catholic Unity 
that the return of the Wandering 
Sheep to communion with the 
Apostolic See will far transcend 
in magnitude and importance the 
combined lapse of the Greeks 
from Unity in the tenth century 
and the Protestant defection of 
the sixteenth century. We dare to 
make this prophecy not because 
we have the vision of the Seer but 
because we believe that God the 
Father Almighty will answer the 
prayer of His Son, Jesus Christ, 
and Our Lady of the Atonement 
shall have a leading part to play 
in its glorious accomplishment! 

Let each one keep with great 
devotion the coming Church Unity 
Octave (January 18th-25th). Send 
to Graymoor for prayer leaflets 
and other literature. 

Fr. Paut JAMES Francis, S.A. 

Spiritual Director. 





THE ROSARY LEAGUE AND NOVENA TO 


OUR LADY 


greatest of these is Charity. And again, “Though 
I have ali Faith so that I could remove mountains, and 
have noi charity, it profiteth me nothing.’ There were 
other Catholics as orthodox as Saint Francis of Assisi 
in the thirteenth century but he excelled them all as 
the Apostle of Unity because he surpassed all men in 
the burning charity with which he was daily consumed 
both towards God and towards man. 

St. Francis de Sales converted Seventy-Five Thou- 
sand Calvinists by Love and neither the Orthodox of 
the East nor the Anglicans and ultra-Protestants of 


With the opening of the New Year we should like to 
see a very substantial increase in the membership of 
the Rosary League so that by the links of the Rosary 
a vast host may be united in prayer for the ameliora- 
tion of the ills that afflict the world and at the same 
time foster devotion to the Holy Mother of God whom 
we invoke under the title of Our Lady of the Atone- 
ment. Of the many hundreds who send in petitions 
for remembrance in the Novena each month at Our 
Lady’s Shrine at Graymoor, a good percentage are 





not enrolled members of the Rosary League, due 
perhaps to a mistaken notion that to be an enrolled 
member one takes on an obligation binding in con- 
science. 

Being a member of the Rosary League entails only 
a free-will obligation, the extent of the observance 
of which redounds in a greater or less degree to the 
spiritual enrichment of the member. Why not, when 
again sending a petition for the Novena, ask the 
Sisters to enroll you as a member of the Rosary 
League or for information on any question regarding 
it which you may have in mind? 

As all Readers of THE Lamp know, the Novena to 
Our Lady of the Atonement begins on the first Satur- 
day of every month, so the next Novena will begin on 
a very auspicious day—the Feast of Our Lady’s 
Purification. The Novena to Our Lady at Graymoor is 
becoming very widely known as the Novena of Last 
Resort because so many petitioners after making other 
Novenas have been vouchsafed a favorable response 
through the intercession of Our Lady of the Atonement. 
Address your petitions to: Sisters of the Atonement, 
St. Francis Convent, Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 





THE EFFICACY OF PRAYER IN THE 
NOVENA OF LAST RESORT 


Miss C. B., Monroe, Mich.: Enclosed please find offer- 
ing in thanksgiving for favors received through Our Lady 
of the Atonement’s intercession. This was promised if favors 
were granted and I am very grateful. 

Mrs. J. C. B., Ridgewood, N. J.: 
you for your prayers. In answer to my petitions my daugh- 


My sincere thanks to 


ter is employed, at least temporarily, and with such splendid 
moral environment, for which I thank God. My husband 
is employed only part time so I can truly appreciate this 
God-send of daughter’s. 

H. C. K. M., Graymoor, N. Y.: We wish to make a 
Novena in thanksgiving to our Blessed Mother for the won- 
derful favors granted us through her intercession with our 
Divine Lord during the August Novena of Last Resort. 

T. A. S., Bradley Beach, N. J.: Enclosed is an offering 
which I had promised our Blessed Lady if she would help 
me in my Novena at your shrine. Many thanks to our 
Blessed Mother and you, good Sisters and may God bless 
you all. 

Mrs. J. S. E., Washington, D. C.: 
times asking that petitions be made for me during the 
Novena of Last Resort. They have all been answered. I 


I have written several 


am sending another offering of gratitude. 

Miss A. M., Valhalla, N. Y.: I promised publication if I 
recovered from three very serious operations. While I felt 
sure I wouldn't survive them, I placed my trust in all the 
Masses and prayers which were being offered. My re- 
coveries from the first and third were splendid but I suf- 
fered a surgical shock after my second and attribute a great 
part of my successful recovery to the fact that the opera- 
tion took place on the Feast of the Assumption and I had 
asked God to spare my life in honor of His Blessed Mother's 
Feast. I am most grateful for the wonderful way in which 
my requests have been granted. 

Mrs. M. F. H., Brookline, Mass.: 
fering in acknowledgment of a great favor received through 
the intercession of Our Lady of the Atonement, and the 


I am enclosing an of- 


Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
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AN EFFECTIVE LINE OF CATHOLIC ACTION 


+The Curley Club of Washington was organized in 
May, 1922, for the two-fold purpose of fostering and 
encouraging the association of Catholic young ladies 
and gentlemen, and to aid and assist His Excellency, 
the Most Rev. Michael J. Curley, Archbishop of Balti- 
more (whose name the club bears) in obtaining funds 
for scholarships for poor, deserving children, who are 
ready for a Catholic high school education. 

The club has been most successful during the twelve 
years of its existence in securing scholarships, the 
organization having raised more funds, per capita, 
than any other organization in the Archdiocese. This 
club has also defrayed the expense of furnishing two 
rooms in the new St. Mary’s Seminary, for students 
studying for the priesthood. 

The Curley Club is greatly interested in the Retreat 
movement. The young ladies of the organization have 
held many successful Retreats at the Washington Re- 
treat House. On many occasions, the capacity of the 
Retreat House has been over-taxed. These young 
ladies have been highly praised by the several Re- 
treat Masters and by the good Sisters of the Atone- 
ment, for their exemplary conduct. 

The spiritual interests of the young men of the club 
have been taken care of most successfully by week- 
end Retreats at Manresa-on-the-Severn. 

Each year the club is honored by an evening visit 
from His Excellency, the Most Reverend Michael J. 
Curley, Archbishop of Baltimore, at which time an 
entertainment is presented, and all enjoy a very good 
time. This year an additional honor was bestowed 
on the members of the Club by an informal evening 
with His Excellency, the Papal Delegate to the United 
States, Most Reverend Amleto Giovani Cicognani. 
The Curley club had the happiness of having their 
president, Miss Mary McGee honored for her wonder- 
ful work in the club. The Apostolic Delegate pre- 
sented her with a beautiful pearl Rosary, blessed espe- 
cially for her and sent to her by the Holy Father, 
Pope Pius XI. 

The Chaplain of the Club is the Reverend Francis 
J. Kelly, Assistant Pastor of St. Patrick’s Church, 
Washington, D. C. 





ROSARY LEAGUE INTERCESSIONS 
Intention for January 
Apostolate of the Church Unity Octave. 
Other Intentions 

Conversion to Christ and Holy Church of the One Thou- 
sand Million who are still pagan; conversion of all* Eastern 
Schismatics, Anglicans and Protestants to Catholic Unity. 
Conversion of the Jews. For the China, Japan, Africa and 
India Missions. Supplications for Priests and Religious 
in their sphere of service. 

Spiritual Favors: 1,216. Concerning Vocations to the 
Priesthood or the Religious Life or guidance therein, 32: 
Happy Marriage, 72; Grace of Temperance, 132; Conver- 
sion to the Faith, 98; Return to God and the Sacraments, 
146; Happy Death, 137; Repose of 278 souls. 

Financial and Industrial: Suitable Employment, 921; 
Good Sales or Rentals, 287; Financial Aid, 234; Other Tem- 
poral favors, 1,245. Thanksgivings are rendered by 632. 
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THE GUILD OF OUR LADY OF THE ATONE. 
MENT AND THE FIRST “HOUSE OF 
FRIENDSHIP” 


In The Commonweal of November 16 last there ap- 
peared the following announcement: 

The Guild of Our Lady of the Atonement, an organiza- 
tion of Toronto laymen, devoted to good works and prayers 
of reparation for the blasphemies of the day, have founded 
as a home for immigrants a “House of Friendship” in a 
district inhabited chiefly by Russian, Polish and Slovak 
families. Among the means to be employed to stop the 
leakage from the Church, due to Communistic influence 
among the workers, are study groups, with library and Cath- 
olic social literature, recreational clubs for children, and 
adult classes in English 

The foundress of the Guild of Our Lady of the 
Atonement is the Baroness Catherine De Hueck. 
Graymoor is deeply inter- 
ested in her work. She is a 


There are fifteen halls actively engaged in this same 
work of undermining Faith, so as to be able to bring the 
new materialistic conception with all its implications into 
the hearts of those who suffer tremendously under the 
double burden of unemployment and poverty 

May I ask what we are doing to offset this relentless 
spread of literature, recreational and educational propa- 
ganda which is pouring into the homes of our people? 
Alas! the answer is—not much. Truly our Social Service 
is the best in the country, is the best in the world, for 
Europe is far behind us in Social Service work. Never- 
theless, | fear we are forgetting that “Not by bread alone 
does man live.” 


THE COMMENCEMENT OF A GREAT WORK 


The Baroness has made a real beginning in Toronto 
by the establishment of a “House of Friendship,” 
which is named after the 
Little Flower. On Novem- 





tertiary of St. Francis and a 
member of the Third Con- 
gregation of the Atonement. 
An article of hers entitled 
“CHRIST OR BARABBAS?” ap- 
peared in THE Lamp some 


the Baroness said: 

The depression bringing to 
us as it did the realization of 
the inadequacies of our eco- 
nomic system, has sharpened 
our racial, national and relig- 
ious differences, making us 
realize that unless we recog- 
nize the tremendous challenge 
of it. and bring a new under- 
standing of our Christian ideals 
to deal with it, we are lost. 
The salvation of the world lies 
in the full adaptation of Christ's 
teaching to the everyday life 
of nations and _ individuals 
There is no other way. Sut 





MADONNA 


He looks, the little urchin lad, 
His grimy features wistful, sad, 
How strangely silent, kneeling there 
months ago. In that article His toil-stained fingers clasped in Prayer.” 


Within the Church so quiet and still, 
While glistening tears his brown eyes fill; 
The noisy slum is left behind, 
But what has calmed his childish mind? 


She’s looking down, so kind and sweet, 
On the little figure at her feet; 

So calm her features, tho’ but stone, 
She seems to know he is alone. 


He breathes a Prayer and turns to go, 
For it cheers his lonely heart to know 
That tho’ the world be cold and grey, 
She’s always watching night and day. 
—Thelma Sleightholme in Catholic Times. 


ber 13th she wrote a letter 

to the Mother General at 

Graymoor, from which we 

quote as follows: 

“Dearest and beloved 
Mother: 

“Please forgive me my 
long silence, but I have been 
very busy. I do not remem- 
ber if I have told you about 
St. Teresa’s House, so will 
start from there. The ‘House 
of Friendship’ had _ been 
open for eight weeks when 
we realized that it was get- 
ting too small for our needs. 
I think I wrote you how 
wonderful the coming of the 
rent money was, and of all 
the needs of St. Theresa’s 
House. But it is open al- 
ready, and now 138 children 
have moved into it; that is, 
the day school, 4 to 6 p. m. 








it has been proven a_ hard 
way, so hard in fact, that to 
escape it men have devised a full denial of it, creating a 
new religion out of that denial. That is Atheism. Christ 
or Barabbas, Materialism or Spirituality—Who or which is 
going to lead us out of this? 


STATEMENT OF BARONESS CATHERINE DE HUECK 


Here in Toronto there are forty-eight newspapers cater- 
ing to the working man, propounding Atheistic and Com- 
munistic doctrine. They are published in eighteen lan- 
guages, twelve of these papers are English. Anyone familiar 
with the downtown districts, will find a great amount of 
literature distributed and sold on about the same lines of 
thought amongst the unemployed of this town. There are 
pamphlets, hand bills, leaflets put into circulation to con- 
vince that it is high time to do away with religion in order 
to be free to deal with economic problems. I would like 
to make it clear that I am interested in the matter only 
from its mcral angle, not from its political one. 


“We are now planning the 
following activities in Saint 
Theresa’s House: Story hours from 7 to 9; two 
nights a week for boys, wrestling and boxing, etc.; two 
nights for girls; Saturdays I plan to have a dance for 
boys and girls from 15 to 18 years old. On Sundays 
we are having a series of lectures on Catholic Action 
by certain prominent priests of Toronto. 

“Our study groups still flourish. We served 250 
meals last week to Brother and Sister Christophers. 
The call for clothing is increasing, and we are as busy 
as ever.” 

The address of the Baroness is, St. Theresa’s House 
of Friendship, 141 Isabel Street, Toronto, Canada. We 
will be happy to have our Lamp Readers aid her in 
this most important work, either by sending contribu- 
tions in money, magazines and books, and perhaps 
clothing for the poor, provided it will go through the 
Custom barriers without duty. About that we are not 
so sure. Sent by mail it should be stated that it is for 
the poor, and perhaps no duty would be collected. 











Build Up the Rock-of-Peter Foundation for the Extension 
of the Kingdom of God! 


All through the period of the depression the Rock- 
oF-PETER FOUNDATION has continued to make encour- 
aging progress. THE FOUNDATION WILL BE TEN 
Years O_p IN May. Now is an opportune time to 
repeat the story of its origin. 

For a long time prior to 1925 the Editor of THE 
Lamp kept appealing to the Soldiers of our Lamp 
Army to establish a MILLION DoLtar Funp for the 
erection of missionary churches and schools and for 
the Propagation of the Faith at home and abroad. We 
called it originally the Church and School Building 
Fund. One-half of the million was to be used as loans 
to Missionary Bishops without interest for the erection 
of churches and schools, the other half was to be 
invested and the income derived therefrom was to be 
used to aid the missionaries. In the course of ten 
years a trivial sum was collected 
and the project dragged heavily 
like the chariots of Pharaoh in 
the Red Sea when the wheels 
came off. 

Then came the happy thought 
of establishing in the place of 
the “Church and School Building 
Fund” — THE Rock-oFr-PETER 
FouNDATION. 

You have read much in the 
daily press concerning the im- 
mense sums contributed by John 
D. Rockefeller for Protestant 
missionary propaganda, for char- 
ity, science and philanthropy. 
The ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION 
suggested the Rock-or-PETER 
FounpDATION and on that solid 
Rock, against which the gates 
of hell will never prevail, we 
have been building for the last 
ten years an Endowment Fund 
which we are confident will not 
stop at a single million but may 
some day rival in its financial 
dimensions the Rockefeller 


Fund. His Holiness, Pope Pius XI., Who Blessed the 
Rock-of-Peter Foundation in May, 1925. 


During the Holy Year, 1925, 





the Editor of THe Lamp led a pilgrimage to Rome and 
in a private audience with the Holy Father, kneeling 
before the Vicar of Christ we presented our Rock-or- 
PETER FouNpATION prospectus and asked Pope Pius 
XI. to bless it. Twice he made the Sign of the Cross 
over the manuscript and with that sign the Successor of 
St. Peter imparted a wonderful fecundity to the 
FOUNDATION whereas previously it had proven almost 
sterile. Immediately upon the Editor’s return to Gray- 
moor the first $15,000.00 was given to the Foundation 
in the form of an Annuity contract. The donor insisted 
on receiving only 4% interest during her life time, the 
principal sum to belong to the Rock-or-PETER Foun- 
DATION. That was a good start, and more than a thou- 
sand of our Lamp readers have followed the example 
set by that saintly Benefactress who several years ago 
went to her reward. The num- 
ber of Rock-or-PETER ANNUITY 
Bonps issued by the Union- 
That-Nothing-Be-Lost rapidly 
increased from year to year, at- 
taining their highest record in 
the famous year of the Wall 
Street crash, 1929. After that 
year there was a steady decline 
until the lowest point was 
reached in 1933. The year 1934 
marked the upward turn again. 
We hope that 1935 will continue 
that upward turn. We are al- 
ways ready to supply fuller in- 
formation to any Readers of THE 
Lamp interested in the building 
up of the Rock-or-PETER Foun- 
DATION and will gladly answer 
all questions concerning the rate 
of interest paid to those who in- 
vest in Rock-or-PETER ANNUITY 
Bonps. 


OUTRIGHT GIFTS TO THE FUND ARE 
PARTICULARLY SOLICITED 


These go straightway into the 
principal of the Foundation and 
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help at once to increase the Capital Fund of the 
Foundation, which is still a long way off from the 
million dollar goal which has been our aim for the 
past ten years. 


BECOME A ROCK-OF-PETER FOUNDATION BUILDER 
BY BEQUEST 


A gift by will is not the quickest way to build up 
the Foundation, but in the process of time it is a very 
practical way. Indeed we are particularly grateful 
to those who in drawing up their wills remember the 
Rock-0F-PETER FouNDATION. These should word 
their bequest as follows: ‘J give, Devise and 
Bequeath to the Union-That-Nothing-Be-Lost, Inc., 
Graymcoor, Garrison, N. Y., the sum of $............ 
to be applied to the Rock-of-Peter Foundation.” 

Another very practical way to build up the Foun- 
dation is to take out Annuity Bonds at 4 or 5 per cent, 
being content with the same rate of interest railroad 
or Liberty Bonds pay. We 
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God. One per cent spent to dispel darkness with 
spiritual light from an ignorant mind! What oppor- 
tunities are offered the American Catholic to lay up 
for himself a crown in Heaven! 

Every day’s mail brings to our desk at least a half 
dozen appeals from Priests and Sisters begging the 
charity of a little assistance to keep in operation their 
missionary works of mercy and charity for the sick 
and the orphans. Of ourselves here at Graymoor, we 
can do little or nothing in a material way to respond 
to these appeals but we can, in our turn, become 
Beggars for Christ and this we do in pleading with our 
Readers for the charity of an alms to be used in aiding 
those holding the lines on the battlefront in the Mission 
Fields. TRULY A LITTLE MONEY DOES MUCH in the 
hands of the self-sacrificing Missionary Priests and 
Sisters and a donation for them sent to the Union- 
That-Nothing-Be-Lost, Inc., Graymoor, Garrison, New 
York, will be for the donor as TREASURE LAID UP IN 
HEAVEN. 

Some of these letters of 





have already stated that the 
first Rock-of-Peter Annuitant 
mentioned above insisted on 
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heart-touching appeal, sym- 
bolic of the many are given 
herewith: 


receiving by way of annuity (To Missioners in Lonely Places) Two Sisters of Mercy in 
no more than four per cent. 4 charge of a school attended by 
Another Annuitant, now de- God’s noblemen, they are not lightly made about 150 children in Jamaica, 
ceased, invested $8,000.00 in Of fragile mould, but wrought in brave device; B. W. L, are in great need of 
a Rock-oFr-PeTter Bond with Life’s mellower path not theirs, but sacrifice, $350.00 to repair the roof of 
the stipulation that five per And kindling ardour for the task He bade. their school building, as at 
cent was to be paid not to Where toil-worn hands have carved in reverent love present it is falling apart. The 
herself but for the Propaga- An humble altar of rough-hewn design, parish is too poor to afford any 
tion of the Faith with a The palms bow to their Offering Divine real help, hence, the Sisters 
proviso should anything hap- In the chaste dawn of some lone Orient grove, have appealed to us Ve will 


pen to her and if she needed 
the income she would ask 


With God they walk o’er windswept reaches far, 
Apart from moil of earth its cross acclaim; ters any alms that may be sent 


be glad to forward to the Sis 


for it. Oft dim, cathedral forests hear His Name us for them 


While mentioning these 
exceptions the Board of 
Directors of the Union-That- 
Nothing-Be-Lost wish it to 
be understood that they 





In murmured chant beneath a northern star, 

Sweet solace of the way-worn soul in stress 

Whose cry rings through the far-flung wilderness! 
—E. J. Hammond in Catholic Register. 


“IT have been recently ap 
pointed to the newly estab- 
lished Mission of Ammembal 


dedicated to St. Thomas, the 
1 








most willingly pay to invest- 
ors the scheduled rates of 
interest, ranging from 5 per cent to 71% per cent, ac- 
cording to age, and this is of particular benefit to those 
who have only a small sum to invest and are dependent 
upon the income for their daily support. One of the 
thoughts of the directors is to make the Rock-of-Peter 
Foundation not alone a benefit for the missionaries 
and a charity to those in need or the sick but to pro- 
vide during their lifetime a BETTER INCOME for the 
Annuitants than they ordinarily would receive from 
any other safe investment of their money. 





A LITTLE DOES MUCH 


A contemporary estimates that if one per cent of the 
amount spent by every Catholic family for amusement 
were sent annually to the foreign missions, double the 
number of priests and nuns could be sent to foreign 
mission lands. How little that is and still how much 
that is! One per cent spent to swell the Kingdom of 


Apostle of India. The popula- 
tion consists of about 800 poor 


souls. The only asset of this new Mission is a small plot 


donated by a Catholic benefactor. I[ urgently need 4 
Chapel, a school building and a hut for myself to live in. 
The work is just started without a penny in hand. The 


Catholics of this locality are very poor; but they do their 
best by contributing their voluntary labor for this work. 
But where shall I go for funds? 

“IT can only appeal to the generous readers of The Lamp 
to send me even a little pittance to put up the necessary 
buildings for the spiritual advantages of my poor foll I 
pray you not to turn a deaf ear to this appeal of a poor 


missionary.” 


Ammembal, Farangipet P. O., India. 


“The miserable state of this helpless orphanage forces me 
to remind you once again of my appeal for some help. The 
economic depression is such that we are really fighting for 
our existence. Under such hard circumstances I admit only 
those poor pagan boys who are likely to be converted. 
Meanwhile, I am sorry to bring to your notice that we have 
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no Chapel here. It requires about $600.00. If only a bene 
factor would come forward with the amount we can have 
Our Lord Jesus with us in the Tabernacle here. How happy 
we would be! Can we not approach Him often in all our 
miseries and anxieties if Hle is here with us Please 
remember us by asking your Readers to extend to our poor 
pagan orphans the saving hand of charity.’ 
REV. C. E. PARANILAM 

Pompei St. Mary's Orphanage, Trichur, 5. India 

Father James Francis, O.M.1., old in years, but ever 
young in his yearning to accomplish the tasks the Master 
assigns to him in the Mission Vineyard, begs whatever help 
can be given him to establish a home, not for himself, but 
for the aged poor. Father Francis opened an orphanage 
at Uyilankulam, and placed it under the patronage of St. 
Joseph and now he has turned to the care of the aged and 
infirm in destitution and poverty. He begs not only 
financial help but 
“prayers to the 
heavenly Father of 
the Poor that my 
dream of many 
years may find its 
realization and be 
the means of eter- 
nal salvation to the 
multitude.” 

We hope many 
of our readers will 
be able to help this 
fine old missionary 
priest to realize his 
noble dream. Con- 
tributions may be 
sent for the pur- 
pose to the Union- 
That - Nothing- Be- 
Lost, Ine., Gray- 
moor, Garrison, N. 
Y., or direct to: 
Rev. J. Francis, 
O.M.L., Mannor P. 
O., Ceylon, India. 


’ 


Father Coenen’s “Hopes’ 


And from our old friend and very hard working 
Missionary—Father Peter Coenen—comes the follow- 
ing: 

My Parish-house is still standing and so is my Cathedral 
In order to prolong my church existence we have been 
taking out three poles and replacing them by three others, 
as the ones taken out had been eaten up entirely by the 
white ants. I am trying my utmost by doing this to make 
sure that my temporary church may be able to last longer 
especially in these difficult days when it will take many 
more years to collect the money sufficient to build a sub- 
stantial edifice here for the already large number of 1600 
Christians 

I am making preparations and putting in the foundations 
of a small permanent house of three rooms only, trusting in 
Providence that the means will come forward to finish at 
least this small building so that I may be able to give ac- 
commodation to an assistant priest to help me and to keep 
me company in my utter loneliness. 





Pagans in Africa. 
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If it had not been for your remittance which reaches me 
each month, I would be practically broke financially and on 
the point of bankruptcy 


I do not know whether [ told you about a most welcome 


visit which received here in the African bush of two 
American mission friends. They were the Very Rev. Father 
\. G. Sawkins of Toledo, Ohio and Mr. Philip Bregy of 
Philadelphia, Pa. Both of them were on a three months’ 
cruise and arriving at Mombasa, they took the train to 


Tororo, some 600 miles and from Tororo, 


26 miles, here 
by car. | had expected that a two days’ stay with me in 
my one-roomed parish house would have been more than 
enough for them, but no, they enjoyed their picnic and 
stayed five long days with me \t the time of lunch or 
dinner all of us had to move outside for half an hour in 
order to give my boys a chance to get the table ready. Again 
in the evening all of us had to go for a little stroll in order 
to enable my boys to put up and make ready the three beds 
for our night’s rest. 
Thus my one room 
affair parish resi- 
dence had to be 
converted continu- 
ally into a visitors’ 
room, dining room 
and sleeping room. 
From here they 
went by car to Ki- 
sumu, some _ 120 
miles and_ there 
they left by air- 
plane to Cairo and 
Port Said where 
they picked up 
their Steamer back 
to Europe and 
America. There is 
one thing about 
which I am_ ex- 
tremely pleased and 
that is that at least 
two American mis- 


for the Future of Catholicity Among the sion friends have 


seen with their own 
eves the realities 
of a missionary’s career, his environment, his loneliness, 


his work and its difficulties 


The day before they left some 2,000 people together with 
some 1,000 Christians gathered together and implored Father 
Sawkins to give their very kindest greetings to every Amer- 
ican mission friend (I suppose they thought in their sim- 
plicity that America’s Continent is just a small village!) and 
to implore them each and all to have pity with them in their 
poverty in order to enable their priest to build a more decent 
church as they had not been able to build anything better 
than the church of sticks, mud and grass in which he, 
Father Sawkins, himself, had sung Mass together with 
them. I must say their earnest plea made a great impression 
upon my visitors and I myself was touched by their simple 
words expressed in all sincerity and earnestness. 


Commending myself and my poor mission to the prayers 
and generous charity of The Lamp Readers. 


P. COENEN. 
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The Holy Childhood Association (of which the Union-That-Nothing-Be-Lost has a Branch) is a world-wide Society of 
Catholic children, whose object is the ransom, education and support of pagan children everywhere. 


Dues for each member are twelve cents a year. Infants and children of all ages are eligible, both living and dead. 
Benefits of membership are many Masses, prayers and indulgences. 
Send offerings and applications for membership to the Union-That-Nothing-Be-Lost, Graymoor, Garrison, New York. 





If there be one problem more serious than any other 
with which the Church must cope in the winning of the 
pagan world for Christ, it is the sad and pitiable lot 
of the children in pagan lands, writes Father Richard 
Ackerman, C.S.Sp. in Catholic Missions. 

Connected with paganism as an almost inseparable 
quality is the comparative cheapness of life in a child. 
The old Roman law gave to the parent the right of life 
or death over its offspring. The banks of the Tiber 
were, for the ancient Roman, a favorite dumping-place 
for the cast-off body of an unwanted babe. And Ter- 
tullian, an early Christian historian, writes of “the 
children whom their parents brought to offer as holo- 
causts, being smothered with kisses in order to keep 
them from crying until they were actually under the 
sacrificial knife.” 

What was true of the ancient is just as true of the 
modern pagan. In the Orient where superstition is rife 
and where famine and war succeed themselves in 
wonderful order to bring in their wake poverty and 
disease, and where morality is at its very lowest level, 
the lot of children has become almost appalling in its 
horror. The casting-off of “girl babies” is a common 
thing. The Chinese have a proverb which relates that 
“a boy is as a brick of gold, but a girl is as the tile on 
the roof.” We are told by missionaries that many of 
these unfortunates are cast into the rivers and the 
wells or placed upon the roads in the shadows of the 
night where some beast will tear their bodies apart, 
or some cold wind will bring the sweet relief of death. 
Some parents, more kindly disposed, will place their 
child at the door of a charitable friend, most frequently 
a Catholic. Children of both sexes are sold into 
slavery at a tender age to undergo a living death. 
Lady Simon, a distinguished gentlewoman of England, 
gives testimony to the fact that in one province of 
China alone, there were two millions of these child- 
slaves. 

Africa is the dark continent. It is dark in color; 
it is darker still in its religious worship. Witchcraft, 


sorcery, idolatry and their various related cults find 
their greatest following among the Africans. They 
are, indeed, a people who sit in the shade of death. 
Unhappy is the fate of many children. For though 
there is not the wholesale abandonment that exists. in 
the Orient, nevertheless the evils of superstition in its 
worst forms are visited upon infant Africa. A child 
born under the sign of a certain star is the enemy of 
the gods; it must die. Similar is the fate of twins; 
while the child of the mother who dies in its birth must 
be burned alive with its parent—to appease the wrath 
of the spirit world. Human sacrifices are still extant 
in parts of Africa. This cult frequently demands the 
blood of a man’s dearest possession—his child. 

India with its teeming millions is cursed with a caste 
system which breeds dire poverty and a servitude akin 
to slavery. Lack of care and proper nourishment and 
unsanitary living conditions which are the lot of the 
unfortunate people, have resulted in an infant mortal- 
ity rate that is extremely high. And the children who 
do manage to survive—we shall not speak of these 
unnumbered little ones, who grow up without hope, 
whose lives are but a span of years, filled with labor, 
with misery and with pain. 

Time does not permit us to do more than generalize. 
Missionaries returned from their respective fields the 
world over, each of them will paint his or her dreary 
picture of the pagan child. 

The missionary, however, is confronted with a prob- 
lem. Children there are, indeed. Their number is 
legion. Their piteous cries are forever sounding in the 
ear of the apostle of Christ. They cry for Baptism; 
they plead for protection. And the missionary realizes 
—as no one else can realize—that unless he reach 
them, these little souls will be lost to God and to His 
Church. 

It is evident that, of himself, the missionary can 
not hope to reach these abandoned and unfortunate 
children. He must multiply his forces, and find means 
to carry on. The Priest, the Brother, the Sister must 
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be assisted by men and women skilled in this work; 
orphanages, schools, asylums and hospitals must be 
built; food and clothing must be procured. With these 
things the salvage of the neglected children of God 
can go on with happy increase. To secure funds for 
this purpose and to pray for the success of this great- 
est of all mission work, is the appointed service of the 
Catholic children of the world. The Pontifical As- 
sociation of the Holy Childhood was established for 
the very purpose of securing relief in soul and body 
for the pagan child. It is the chosen organ of the 
Holy See, through which the Catholic children of the 
world shall contribute alms to the mission cause and 


shoulder their burden of the apostolate. Thus is the 
sublime motto of the organization realized, “Christian 
innocence shall succor pagan innocence.” 

It is the desire of the Vicar of Christ that the work 
of the Holy Childhood should spread. Often has he 
expressed the wish that every child become a mem- 
ber of the Holy Childhood Association. In the realiza- 
tion of this desire of the Holy Father, there lies the 
real progress of the mission Church. The sad lot of 
the pagan child will be alleviated. The rescued infant 
shall be lifted up, to become the apostle and the con- 
solation of its own people and the hope of the Church 
in pagan lands. 





Sister Innocentia Writes-- 


Dear Members and Friends of the H.C. A.: 


Wise Men they were, those three Kings of the East, 
wise with the age-old wisdom of the Orient, but wiser 
still with the wisdom of God. Skilfully could they 
map out the stars and planets in the far-flung expanse 
of the Heavens—but with far greater certainty did 
they read God’s message in the long-promised star. 
Unerringly they urged on their camels in the wake of 
that wondrous star—prudently they inquired in the 
streets of Jerusalem for the new-born King—in discreet 
silence they received haughty Herod’s crafty protesta- 
tions of fealty to that new-born King, ... aye, Wise 
Men were they—wise indeed! And when their lode- 
star halted in its course, and cast its radiant glow 
athwart,—a palace? ... Nay, a dwelling small and 
mean, housing a poor carpenter and a village maid, 

where then was their vaunted wisdom? Folly, 
arrant folly, was it not, for men of their high station 
to thus demean themselves by contact with the lowly > 
Folly? Nay, but wisdom—wisdom surpassing the 
loftiest counsels of men. For filled with the wisdom 
of God, which is folly to men, they knew that this poor 
hut was a Palace—yonder laborer a Prince of God’s 
people—the fair lily Maid a Queen—and the Base! 
—Was He who was to come, the King of Israel—the 
Saviour! And entering in, they offered Him gifts, 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Wise men they were, 
wise men indeed! 


In these days of feverish search for knowledge, for 
learning, can we find wisdom on the earth? Is 
Epiphany—the Manifestation of the Lord,—a reality, 
or are our eyes too blinded by earthly glare to see His 
calm radiance? Are there no Wise Men to-day? Yes, 
little ones, there are Wise Men to-day. And though 
their journeyings are not accompanied by the mag- 
nificent panoply of Oriental Kings, yet wise they are, 
none the less. For full often does it happen that one 
of God’s missionaries finds at the end of his quest, a 
hut small and mean, but his wisdom, heaven-taught, 
descries therein a palace. And when he enters and finds 
mayhap, a poor laborer and his spouse in their poverty 
about to abandon their wee babe, he sees in that babe 
the image of another Babe, to whom wise men kneel- 


ing, offered kingly gifts. And so he, too, offers kingly 
gifts,—the priceless gift of Baptismal grace, and adop- 
tion into God’s family. Ah! Wise, indeed is he! 
Wise, indeed! 

And wise shall we be too little ones, if we help these 
wise men in their quest for princely souls. Oh let us 
not be foolish! Let's be wise, truly wise, wise with the 
wisdom of God! 

Little Lord Jesu, give us of Thy wisdom! 

Lovingly in the Holy Child, 
SistER INNOCENTIA, S.A. 





CONTRIBUTIONS FOR RESCUE AND SUPPORT 
OF CHINESE BABIES 


One year ago the receipts for Chinese Babies during 
November were $157, as against $188 for 1934, as 
reported ‘below; and the grand total in the November 
report was $1,556.88, as against the grand total at the 
end of November 1934, of $2,552.86. In other words, 
1934 was leading the previous year, at the end of 
November, $1,000. 

Previously Reported: $2,364.86. Agnes Berchier, Pa., $5; 
Mrs. J. Esson, Me., $10; Minnie Willett, Colo., $5; Miss 
M. Bruder, Pa., $5; Mrs. A. Leeter, N. J., $5; Bro. Edwin, 
N. Y., $5; Mrs. H. Willis, N. Y., $1: Mrs. A. Wilhelm, IIL, 
$5; B. Brisiadny, Wis., $5; Mrs. C. Loebnitz, Colo., $5; 
Genevieve Malone, Kans., $5; Mrs. J. Magro, N. Y., $5; 
Rose Fox, Wash., $1; Mrs. F. S., Ill, $10; Mrs. M. Wall, 
Mich., $5; R. McDonald, Tenn, $5; Sisters of Atonement, 
N. Y., $5; Mrs. H. Richardson, N. Y., $5; Children of Mary 
Sodality, Mich., $10; Mrs. J. Nault, Okla., $5; Wallie Morse, 
Utah, $5; Anon., Mass., $5; Mary Stanford, Pa., $5; Mr. 
and Mrs. H. Lyons, N. Y., $5: Agnes Bohan, Ia, $5; Harry 
Donaher, Conn., $5; Alice Karnes, N. Y., $5; Mrs. Met. 
Farrell, O., $5; Frances Conroy, N. Y., $5; Mrs. G. Gallowich, 
Pa., $1; Mrs. J. Comerford, N. Y., $5; Bernard Fahy, S. D., 
$5; Nora Doherty, Mass., $10; Miss A. Catalane, N. J., $5; 
Sr. Mary Natley, Pa., $5; Joseph H. Seber, Pa., $5. Re- 
ceived during November, 1934: $188.00. Grand Total, 


7 
$2,552.86. 
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Steps and steps and _ steps. 
Carved from the naked rock in the 
sheer mountain side. They were 
carrying her up the tear-trodden, 
joy-trodden Calvaire of Lourdes. 
The Massabielle Grotto awaiting 
her beyond. A triumphal blaze of 
votive lights and tapers. Thou- 
sands upon thousands of people 
hushed in the breathless, living 
silence of prayer. The gentle flow 
of waters heard as if immeasurably 
far, infinitely distant . . . le Gave. 

She closed her eyes. Not only 
the great height, but the thought of 
what must happen made her faint. 
That she would be cured today 
(tomorrow if not today) she had by 
now schooled herself to look upon 
as an accepted fact. The immer- 
sions . . . then the miracle. She 
associated the two in her steadfast 
belief as inseparably as we link the 
sun with dawn. 

She could not foresee herself as 
apart from the dull pain in her 
back. That numb feeling . . . would, 
could she really and truly be quit 
of it for all time ... in a few 
moments? Would she ever feel 
again as she did before she fell off 
Gran’mere’s barn? She had almost 
forgotten what it was to be per- 
fectly normal as then... it was all 
such a long, long while ago. The 
years had been so long, so weary. 
Would they really fleet lightly by 
once more as in the days of her 
unclouded childhood? 


* 


Marie Deschamps awoke to real- 
ity with a start. What a dream she 
allowed to take possession of her 
brain! . . . and yet it was all true 

.. all too true!... She had been 
cured, Ja-bas, at the Shrine of the 
Pyrenees. The doctors of the 
Medical Board had examined and 
re-examined her. The Bureau of 
Verifications had held its sessions 
and pronounced the cure beyond 
their power of analysis. It tran- 
scended the natural law. It was a 
miracle. 

And now she was back home in 
her secluded hameau. All was as 
formerly it had always been in the 


“Granted” 


Marie Austin Majer 


sleepy, unchanging routine of this 
dead little village. Only, Gran’mere 
was no more. She had _ been 
gathered to her rest soon after the 
miracle that saw her grandchild re- 
stored to perfect health. 

Yes, thought Marie bitterly, she 
had been gathered to her forbears 
and those she loved, but the living 
had been left to feed upon the bar- 
ren husks of loneliness. She could 
not avoid facing the fact any longer, 
dissemble to herself as much as she 
might: her former kindly neigh- 
bors had one by one retired each 
into his separate shell and left her 
to shift for herself as best she could. 

Only lately had she discovered 
the cause of this severe banishment. 
And then she had laughed and 
laughed uncontrollably until she be- 
came hysterical. She had wended 
her way homeward from a neigh- 
bor’s where a_ child’s innocent 
prattle, fearfully hushed up by the 
mother, had let the dread secret 
out: she had not been cured one 
whit ... merely bewitched by her 
journey to the mountains. Was not 
her grandmother’s death, following 
upon the very heels of the “cure” 
proof enough thereto? Her tears 
when she reached home could not 
wash the burning pain away. Later 
she even heard of plans being dis- 
cussed to take her to the old, saintly 
priest to be “exorcised.” 

That had proved the last straw. 
From that day she found herself 
devising plan after plan for her 
escape from these barbarous neigh- 
bors who had once tended her with 
... what unflagging kindness! Their 
patience and pity for the orphan 

. whither had it fled? She, a 
helpless little paysanne of the 
northern plains of France, how 
could she hope to cope with the 
world unhelped? The very thought 
of going out among strangers, of 
leaving the ways of her own people 
who, shut in by their valley had 
built around themselves a cramped 
code of their own was all beyond 
the courage of a simple maid, 
rendered all the more timid and 
dependent by her years of invalid- 
ism. To leave her beloved clocher 
that had rung the angelus for her 


as far as memory could reach meant 
utter dissolution of all that went to 
make the marrow of her simple life. 

By day and night she prayed to 
find a way out, or that her neigh- 
bors would return to their first 
friendly feelings. But ways there 
seemed none, and friendliness still 
less. 

At last a desperate resolve 
slowly, unwillingly took shape in 
the sorely oppressed young soul: 
she would ask God and the Bonne 
Sainte Viegre at Lourdes to undo 
what they had done in her behalf. 
If le Bon Dieu was all-powerful, if 
He held the laws that controlled the 
things He Himself had created, 
then of course He could make and 
unmake for the welfare of those 
creatures. Then surely the good 
God could not be subject to His 
own work once it had left His 
Hands. Surely the laws of nature, 
whether they were understood or 
not, by herself and the people in 
the hamlet, whether they were 
obvious to their eyes or hidden by 
what men call miracles, surely God 
would hear her prayers as he had 
that first unforgettable day ... Yes, 
He could, He would give her back 
the old disease. 

She had heard that God did not 
always grant petitions in the way the 
suppliant intended but rather as He 
thought most fitting. Yet in this 
case if never again in any other He 
must grant her the favor she asked 
exactly as she wanted it. He really 
must make her the old cripple of 
former days with the aching spine 
that must end in bone consumption 
some day. But no matter. Until 
the end came people would be kind 
to her as they had always been... 
before. 

The following morning she was 
up bright and early. She had 
donned her coif with the stiff flap- 
ping wings, and the white starched 
apron. From the wooden huche she 
transferred some bread to her sac 
de voyage, which, for her, simply 
meant the plainest, if the cleanest, 
of white cotton bags. And she was 
ready. If she were saving enough 
she hoped the bread would last her 
out until she reached Lourdes. 
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Like a thief she sneaked out of 
her own door which she neverthe- 
less took good care should be 
securely fastened. She knew that 
not for many days at least would 
anyone dare to make enquiries at 
the old crumbling habitation even 
though she might be missed from 
the first. 

As she came abreast of the old 
rusty spire she made a generous 
sign of the cross and whispered her 
hopes that her journey would pros- 
per... and see her safely returned 
the cripple of brighter days. 

The famous Jandes of France 
with their sand dunes, and now and 
again their sand storms had always 
struck terror to her heart. Now she 
labored under some confused idea 
that she would have to cross them, 
to live for weeks at their mercy. 
Legends of lost souls, monster-men 
under the guise of werewolves 
haunted her memory, but she 
resolutely set her clean healthy 
teeth together and trudged onward. 

The first day went well enough. 
She met wagonettes drawn some- 
times by horses, mostly by oxen, 
but was not molested. By nightfall 
the “official” might allow her to 
spend the night. She had heard 
that railways were solely for the 
convenience of the people, and 
meant to put the truth of the saying 
to the test. 


She espied one of the small red- 
roofed buildings in the late after- 
noon. She wondered whether she 
had not better push on to the next 
one, but before doing so it behooved 
the ways of wisdom to enquire fur- 
ther from the “official”. 

She had walked far being since 
recently so light of limb. ... Oh, 
the blessed, blessed relief of being 
superbly well! Must she lose it ail 
...80 soon at that? Tears dimmed 
her vision much in the way that the 
shooting pains used to do. But she 
would allow herself no regret... 
“En avant,” forward, she told her- 
self grimly, for she could never go 
back to her native village, unloved 
and feared. God must give her 
back the old infirmity that drew 
people by the bonds of tenderness 
and care towards her. 

As she went in at the open door 
she stood facing the ticket agent be- 
hind his cage. 

“Monsieur she faltered, 
“have you many stations... I 


” 


mean... are they all red like this 
. . on the way to Lourdes ?” 
“To Lourdes!” exclaimed the 
agent sternly, “I trust you have no 


intention of going there.” His 
voice defied her to gainsay him. 

“IT hope scarcely ... but 
might travellers stay here over- 


night ?” 

Before the mighty “official” could 
get over his astonishment, in stalked 
a stalwart young man and Marie 
Deschamps timidly drew back from 
the wicket. 

“A Lourdes,” she heard him say, 
“aller et retour.” 

This frightened her. He was 
bound for Lourdes . . . and coming 
back also! Then she remembered 
comfortingly that she was walking 
while he was going by rail. 

He turned abruptly and was face 
to face with the shrinking girl. But, 
strangely, instead of her changing 
color, it was over his face that a 
hot wave swept. Of course she had 
no way of knowing at the time that 
his mother’s description leaped to 
his mind as he saw it so charm- 
ingly real before him: Brown eyes 
(blue you couldn’t see from a dis- 
tance, black were bold and grey 
were colorless); tall and strong 
(else how could she expect her 
daughter-in-law to lighten the heavy 
burden of their thriving metairie >); 
well-behaved (or she would never 
relinquish to her the management of 
her son’s household). 

As abruptly as before he had 
again turned to the wicket. 

“T forgot,” he said with unex- 
pected dignity, ‘that I was to meet 
my cousin here (with a slight side- 
wise nod in her direction) and that 
we are to journey to Lourdes to- 
gether.” 

The agent more and more as- 
tonished produced a second billet 
“aller retour” without a word. The 
young man was once more turning 
to leave the station when the agent 
unconsciously solved the situation: 





“Deign to follow him,” he 
directed the young girl in courteous 
tones. 

Too frightened to have any 
liberty of action, Marie Deschamps 
obeyed. 

Once outside the young man 
turned towards her beseechingly. 

“Don’t be afraid, oh please... 
please, don’t be afraid,” he pleaded, 
“for... for you are well-behaved, 
I know...” 

“But ... but,” stammered Marie, 
“I didn’t know I had a cousin or 
any relatives at all.” 

Again he flushed but lacked the 
courage to explain to her innocence 
the subterfuge he had pressed into 
his service. 

“My mother will explain all that 
when I take you back to her after 
we have been to Lourdes,” he 
evaded. 

“Why must you go to Lourdes ?” 
she questioned as if the matter 
were open to all the world for dis- 
cussion. 

“Because,” was the startling 
reply, “my mother has fixed her 
mind upon having une belle-fille to 
help her about the work without 
delay. And I can’t seem to have 
any success with the girls in our 
hamlet. Some other fellow always 
ask them first. So my mother sent 
me to the Shrine to beg a more 
rapid way of courting me a wife.” 

Even at this, unsophisticated 
Marie found nothing to laugh. To 
her it appeared quite the proper 
thing. 

And . . . well, need we say that, 
all unsuspected by her, both their 
wishes, though not the way she had 
prayed, were granted long, long, be- 
fore they reached Lourdes in each 
other’s company? Need we say 
that it was not until many moons 
later that he admitted his pilgrim- 
age had been not merely to find the 
courage of wooing a maiden 
properly, but of actually fetching a 
bride in the flesh who would be of 
a pattern with his mother’s for- 
mula? ...and that at their wedding 
he taught her to dance her first and 
last dance? For in accordance with 
the customs of his native hameau, 
young girls cease to dance after 
their wedding, it being considered 
below the dignity of a matron to 
take part in any amusement so 
frivolous. 
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A CONVERT’S CALL TO EVERY CATHOLIC 
IN THE WORLD 


Dear Editor: 

We are witnessing today the persecution of the 
Church in Russia, Mexico and Spain in this “en- 
lightened” twentieth century, which might well be 
termed the “darkened” century. 

We love to read of the heroism of the martyrs for 
the Faith throughout the ages, but are we doing enough 
to defend the Faith that God has been so good to give 
us? We must all be Catholics not in name only, but 
in word and deed. Our lives should be so lived that 
our non-Catholic brethren will see that we are “differ- 
ent,” and we should be different because the prin- 
ciples of our religion are such that if we put them 
into practice our lives will be of a higher standard 
than those about us. 

The Atheists and Communists are organized to wipe 
the name of God and all religion from the face of the 
earth. They are preaching their false doctrines se- 
cretly and openly—in the lecture hall, on the street 
corner, everywhere. They are poisoning the minds of 
their listeners (and there are many) with lies against 
the Catholic Church, her teachings, and her religious 
men and women, while only a few Catholics here and 
there are making any effort whatsoever to present the 
Truth at these gatherings. How much longer are we 
going to sit idly by and let this state of affairs 
continue ? 

If we appreciate the Faith that God has given us, 
let us ‘be up and doing” too. Let us prove to Christ 
our Lord that we are His disciples, and lay down our 
lives if necessary for the Faith as the martyrs have 
so gloriously done in every age. 

The present struggle, and let us awaken to the fact 
that it is not a small battle, but a world-wide one, is 
being waged on one side by the “prince of darkness” 
and his cohorts, and on the other by the followers of 
Christ with Christ as their Leader. While we have the 
assurance of Christ our Lord that His Church “will 
last until the end of time,” and that “the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it,” let each of us engage in 
the battle, without any further delay, so that the world 
may know on which side we stand. Our two greatest 
weapons are: first, ‘Prayer’ that God may frustrate 
all the plans of the enemies of our holy Religion, and 
that He may give them the light to see the Truth, and, 
secondly, a thorough knowledge of the teachings of 
Christ and His Church, so that we may be able to 
answer intelligently the false accusations against the 
Church, the Vicar of Christ, and those who have con- 
secrated their lives to God. 


With the intention of defending Catholic doctrines 
and refuting incorrect statements, I have attended lec- 
tures given by so-called ex-nuns. I found on these oc- 
casions that there were other Catholics present, that 
some left in disgust before the speakers had finished, 
and that those who did remain failed to refute the 
speakers. In each instance I was given a courteous 
opportunity to give the Catholic viewpoint. There are 
many occasions in our contacts with non-Catholics 
when we can and should remove prejudice by giving 
correct information rather than by fistic opposition. 

Unless each one does what he can, the world may be 
converted to Atheism and Communism instead of to 
Christianity. What a terrible place the world will 
then be, and who will be to blame? You and I, be- 
cause we did not make sufficient effort to live up to 
the teachings of our holy Religion and to make known 
the Truth to others. 

Rosatie Marie Levy 
New York, December, 1934. 





A NEW FORM OF CATHOLIC ACTION 


Dear Editor: 

It seems strange indeed that, in a country where 
literature of every type has such a tremendous follow- 
ing, spiritual reading should occupy such an inferior 
place. No doubt the spiritual books themselves are 
partly to blame; so too is the reading public. But it is 
not the purpose of this letter to condemn writer or 
reader, rather to acclaim a definite and happy improve- 
ment in the readability and practicability of spiritual 
literature. 

A young, vigorous group of spiritual writers has ap- 
peared who demand the attention of the general read- 
ing world. And a new Book Club has been created. 
This time it is a vital unit in the broad program of 
Catholic Action. Called the Spiritual Book Associa- 
tion it has been warmly welcomed and endorsed by the 
Hierarchy. They have set to their task from head- 
quarters at 415 Lexington Avenue, New York City. 

Their aim is to select each month, excepting July 
and August, the best, all round, spiritual-book-of-the- 
month that can be found in the English-speaking 
world. 

The Associates also issue a monthly periodical, The 
Survey of Current Catholic Literature, which is sent 
gratis to all subscribers. The survey, with a staff of 
one hundred writers and reviewers, is rapidly becom- 
ing a valuable guide in covering a vast field in “the 
current world of books, magazines and pamphlets. 

Rev. F. X. Downey, S.J., 
Editorial Secretary. 
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Here Is a Book That Should 
Be Within the Daily Reach 
of Everyone 


Inspiring and consoling counsel com 


from the “Imitation of Christ” 


piled 


and other sources, appropriately ar 


ranged for daily reading 
If one would read a paragraph daily 


Year With Christ” 


on the counsel contained 


from “Through the 
and meditate 
therein, they would find a new world 


opening before them, and would be 


blessed with a liberal education 


Bound in Blue Flexible Fabricoid, size 
4', x6',. Price $1.00. Postage prepaid. 


Send remittance with order to 
THE GRAYMOOR PRESS 
Peekskill, N. Y. 
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COUGHS DUE TO COLDS 


FATHER 





JOHN'S 
MEDICINE Geka 


Success 


You can obtain Father John’s 
Medicine at the nearest drug 
store, or send $1.20 to Father 
John’s Medicine, Lowell, Mass., 


for a large, family size bottle, all 
‘ 


charges prepaid. 




















We commend to the prayers of 
our Readers the souls of the faith- 
ful departed and particularly the 


Deceased Subscribers and Near 
Relatives whose deaths have been 
reported to us during the last 


month. For them collectively a Set 
of Thirty Masses will be said by a 
Foreign Missionary Priest. The 
number Thirty has been chosen 
because the custom of saying this 
number of Masses for the repose of 
a single soul is very ancient, being 
commonly known by the name of 
Gregorian Masses. Since these 
have proved so efficacious for the 
individual, a set of Thirty Masses 
said on thirty consecutive days 
must also prove efficacious, al- 
though the number of souls prayed 
for be many, for the power of the 
Holy Sacrifice is unlimited: 


Rt. Rev. Msgr. James N. Connolly 
Rev. John H. Dooley, LL.D. Rev 
James L. Crosby, Rev. Father Biever, 
Rev. John Biggane, C.M., Brother 
Louis, Sister M. Guardian Angels, 
Sister Mary of Mount Carmel, Sister 


Madeline, 
Peter Smith, 
Hill, Miss 
Litteken, 


St. John Berchman,Sister M 
Mrs. Elizabeth Carroll, 
David Doherty, Mrs. K 
C. A. Lindenfelser, 
Rose Marie 
man, Mrs 


Lawrence 
Mrs 
Barrett, Mrs. Jennie 
I. Lynch, Murphy, J. P. Don- 
Elsi Mrs. Clark, Frank 
McCarthy, Mrs. Ann Campbell Hughes, 
John 
beth 
Paul Victor O'Dwyer, 


Carter, Regina Four- 
Anna I 
Hilda 
nelly, Byers, 


Morgan, Leslie Sheehan, Eliza- 


Bennett, Thomas J. Connors, 
Peter Launcelot 
O'Dwyer. Frances O’Brien, Mrs. J. H. 
Frobst. Wm. McCready, Margaret Mce- 


Cready, Estella Coyle, Patrick O’Con- 


OMNES UNUM SINT 


The Faithful | Departed 


nor, Mrs. R. Raymond 

John Dougher, Mrs. Anastasia Me 
Carthy, Mrs. .S. Iffland, Mary Reeb, 
Mary C. Hoey, James McDevith, James 
J. Johnson, Nicola Soldano, Antonia 
Soldano, Daniel O'Leary, James Horne 


Mary A. Hynes, Edward 


Patrick Cox, 


Sullivan, Mary Shanahan, Mrs. Anna 
Strasser, James Kk vol Bryan 
Devaney Mar Cloona: Julius \ 
Burgevin, Michael D. Harrington, Wil 
liam Shehen, James Jose} Lydon, 
Mrs. Kate Bromm, Mrs. Emma Ramos 
Rehage, Mrs. Lucille Renaud Atkinson, 
Mr. and Mrs \. ¢ Re iud, Mr \. 
Molinary, Wagner Family, Germann 
Family, Boylan Family, Charles Reibel, 
Miss A. Lawler, Charles H. O'Neill, 
Mrs. Mannie | Hartigan, Ralph Ed 
ward forris, Mike Sullivat ( } 
Maunaugh, George Halloran, Edward 
Shanley, Mrs. Phyllis Knapezyk, Mrs 
Margaret Heyman, Georg Curtin, 
Delphine Waters, Joseph Dugan, James 
O'Connor, Miss Alice A. I s, Kath- 


erine 7 McNamara, John Costello, 





Margaret Walsh, Kate M. Deal, Rose 
D. L. Eeuyer, Augustus ( el, Mrs 
H. J. Phelps, Pierre Carmel, John 
Walsh, William Coleman, John Daly 


Murphy, Mary Josephine Murphy, Sal 


ome Carmel, Teresa’ Kelly, Mary 
Milks, Katherine O'Connor, Michael 
Ediano, Mr. Geronimo, Luke Brisbois, 
Julia Kenna, James FE. Kelly, Helen 
Cronin, Robert Shea, 

In the presence of the thought of 
death the practical question to ask our 


and if 
The 


Issues are 


selves is this: “Am I ready; 
not, shall I 


matter is so important, the 


when be ready?” 
so tremendous, that it is foolish to put 
This 
settled, or 


off an answer to this question. 
urgent problem should be 


otherwise time will be wasted and life 


will lose a great part of its meaning 
For life has no other meaning than 
this: that life is a preparation for an- 
other state of existence in which our 


lot is determ ned by the way we use the 


period of earthly life. “Watch and 
pray,” said Our Lord, “for you know 
not the day nor the hour when the 


Would it not 
be a terrible thing for anyone who is 
not ready to hear those words, which 
again we take from the mouth of Our 
Lord Himself: “My son, thy soul shall 
be requ'red of thee this night,”— 
Eustace Boylan, S.J. 


Son of Man will come.” 
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